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WHITT IER  COLLEGE  MAGAZINE
INAUGURAL WEEK CELEBRATION FEBRUARY 17-23, 2019
THE INAUGURATION OF  
LINDA OUBRÉ, ED.D. 
as the 15th President of Whittier College
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
From Hong Kong and Gifu, Japan, to Seattle, Portland, Chicago, New York, 
Washington D. C., San Francisco, Palo Alto, Lafayette, and of course Whittier, 
California, I have had the honor and pleasure of meeting more than 2,000 
Poets over the last 4-plus months. I have consistently heard your passion for 
the role that Whittier College plays in the lives of our students. We are truly 
an institution that is a model for the nation, innovating for the world!
As the most diverse liberal arts college in the United States, we are 
positioned to change the world one student at a time. Based on our  
Quaker values of social justice and the worth of every person, our mission 
is reflected in each student that we send out in the world. These values form 
the foundation of a Whittier education. Our liberal arts and sciences core 
teaches students to think critically, communicate effectively, and to work with 
others from different backgrounds and perspectives. This is what I hear from 
so many of you as I walk on campus and travel the world.
The foundation of what makes us Whittier College will not change. But, with every new leader comes the opportunity 
to think differently. This means not only thinking creatively and outside-the-box about our curriculum and academic 
programs, but also thinking differently about how we fund our institution, how we serve students, and how we connect 
with the outside world.  
To focus our work, we are innovating around three strategic imperatives that will sustain Whittier 
into the future:
 1.  Focusing on equity and inclusion in support of student success.
 2.  Finding new sources of revenue.
 3.  Aligning our organization and resources to our mission.
At Whittier, we embrace our diversity and the opportunity to shape the future by providing an education to people 
regardless of their abilities, what they look like, where they come from, who they love, how they identify, or what they 
believe. We produce leaders who look like the world. To fully serve this mission of equity and inclusion, we must 
also ensure that every student is given full access to the tools they need to succeed on campus, and in their life after 
college. We must find innovative ways to meet every student where they are so that they are provided the opportunity  
to not only be successful academically, but also to thrive in their life after college. We must also ensure that every  
faculty member, student, staff employee, alumni, and friend is fully welcomed and valued as a member of the  
Whittier community.
In order to ensure educational access and student success, we will continue to focus on innovating to find new 
sources of revenue. College affordability continues to be the largest barrier to higher education. At Whittier, 
we will continue to refine our business model around tuition and student aid. At the same time, we are thinking 
entrepreneurially about implementing new initiatives that will provide new sources of funding to reinvest in our mission. 
While our faculty are undertaking the hard work of rethinking our core curriculum and academic programs with an eye 
on future sustainability, we are building a business development and strategic partnerships capability that will focus  
on building external relationships and non-curriculum programs to generate revenue for reinvestment.
Aligning our organization and resources to our mission is key to our success.  While we are committed 
to “growing the revenue pie,” we must always have an eye on ensuring the resources we generate—whether through 
enrollment, fundraising, or new ventures—are used to support and invest in our mission. This means thinking critically 
about the programs we implement to ensure the strategic fit with our academic mission. It also means thinking 
creatively about our work processes and infrastructure and the value they bring to the institution. It means being willing 
to make strategic financial investments in our students, faculty, and staff and ensuring a culture that allows for taking 
calculated risks and trying new things.
As my year-long listening tour continues, I look forward to meeting more of our Poet community and hearing your ideas 
of how we can innovate our future.
With warm regards,
Linda Oubré, Ed.D.
President
Hello Poets!
“ AT WHITTIER, WE 
EMBRACE OUR 
DIVERSITY AND THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
SHAPE THE FUTURE 
BY PROVIDING AN 
EDUCATION TO PEOPLE 
REGARDLESS OF THEIR 
ABILITIES, WHAT THEY 
LOOK LIKE, WHERE THEY 
COME FROM, WHO  
THEY LOVE, HOW THEY 
IDENTIFY, OR WHAT 
THEY BELIEVE.”
Linda Oubré, Ed.D., President
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This year marked the 40th anniversary of the 
Whittier Scholars Program. The milestone was 
celebrated with a reunion dinner during Whittier 
Weekend that brought together former directors, 
faculty, alumni, and current students who shared 
stories about the program’s inception, evolution, 
and accomplishments. 
The occasion also established a new tradition: 
the presentation of the Whittier Scholars Alumni 
Achievement Award. 
The 1960s brought with them a wave of innovation and 
experimentation and many American institutions of higher 
education took part by dramatically reinventing their curricula. 
By the end of the decade, Whittier had introduced its own “new 
curriculum” which was designed with individualized education at 
its core. By the mid 1970s, however, individualized approaches to 
education were coming under fire for offering too much flexibility. 
Suspecting that a better approach to individualized education 
might be to make it one of two options in a two-track curriculum, 
Professor Emeritus Dick Archer, who was then a member of the 
history department, and a team of fellow faculty and students 
set out to design and propose what would become the Whittier 
Scholars Program (WSP). In 1978, Whittier implemented the split 
curriculum students choose from today: the Liberal Arts curriculum 
and WSP.  
For 40 years now, the latter option has given students an 
opportunity to take responsibility for their own education. And, 
not surprisingly, it attracted students with a little bit of a rebellious 
streak, an overachieving work ethic, and abundant curiosity. As a 
WHITTIER SCHOLARS PROGRAM  
LOOKING BACK  
AND  
MOVING FORWARD
1 An early cohort of Whittier Scholars.  
2 Students in Wardman Hall, walking by the  
mural painted by Dennis McGonagle ’93.  
3 Vanessa Fiske ’89 and Archer.  
4 THE DIRECTORS: Professors Charles 
Adams, Joyce Kaufman, Anne Kiley (emeritus), 
Andrea Rehn, Dick Archer (emeritus), Maureen 
Behrens (emeritus), and Doreen O’Connor-
Gómez.  
1.
2.
3.
WATCH A MINI-DOCUMENTARY 
ON THE WHITTIER  
SCHOLARS PROGRAM AT  
WHITTIER.EDU/MOREROCK. 
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result, the program has taken on an incubator culture—inspiring 
students to think broadly and innovatively as they develop their 
educational programs and senior projects. 
Current and former directors remember a wide range of unique 
senior projects where students have successfully merged 
disciplines such as art projects, novels, short stories, and 
screenplays. Professor of Political Science Joyce Kaufman, who 
served as director from 1997 to 2011, recalls one student who 
adapted J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye into a screenplay 
simply because it had not been done before. Current director, 
Professor of English Andrea Rehn, recently worked with a student 
who combined his love for helping people, with his coursework 
in math, computer science, and physics, to develop a low-cost 
prosthetic arm prototype for his senior project. 
This “interdisciplinary approach to expertise,” as Professor of 
Spanish and former director Doreen O’Connor-Gómez describes 
it, and self-starting spirit make for successful alumni who 
consistently demonstrate high achievement after leaving Whittier. 
One such alumna is Vanessa Fiske ’89, director of marketing for 
Netflix DVD and inaugural recipient of the Whittier Scholars Alumni 
Achievement Award.
Fiske, who self-designed a European studies major, credits 
the holistic thinking inculcated throughout her time at Whittier 
with her success in Silicon Valley. “As a marketing professional 
you work with finance, operations, engineering, and so on. It’s 
cross-functional and, a lot of times, international. Your ability to 
understand how to interact with people across the globe is crucial 
in my role and I got that foundation here at Whittier.”
That foundation is often laid with the help of devoted professors 
who contribute to the program as advisors, project sponsors, or 
council members and maintain a student’s goals and development 
as the primary focus. English professor emeritus Anne Kiley 
remembers working with a student who planned on going to 
medical school. Faced with a choice between a science course 
that would give him a leg up on medical school or a course in 19th 
century European novels, the student chose the novel course at the 
recommendation of his biology professor and Kiley.  Years later the 
student made sure Kiley knew how grateful he was for her advice. 
“He didn’t want to just be a doctor, he wanted to be a cultivated 
human being, and I’m sure he’s a much better doctor for that,”  
she said.
It is natural, however, for methods and programs to evolve. “What 
we need to remember is that all things change. It’s not the same 
Whittier Scholars Program and that’s exactly how it should be,” 
notes founding director Archer. Indeed, the program is set for 
a reimagining in the midst of this transitional era on the Whittier 
campus. Rehn has a vision for the program in the years ahead. 
“Starting this year, every Scholar will maintain a website of their 
own so that they may collect different aspects of their education 
and display them,” explains Rehn. In this way, students in the 
program will not only curate their education but also share their 
experiences, knowledge, and findings with the public. 
WSP will also move to make its experience equally attractive, 
attainable, and effective for students of all backgrounds. Rehn notes 
that the very flexibility of designing one’s own education requires 
that students possess a level of understanding about college that 
first-generation students or those new to higher education may 
not have. To that end, she hopes to introduce a new course that will 
introduce students to the “skills it takes to be a successful Scholar 
and a successful self-creative person in the world.” 
4.
“ STARTING THIS YEAR, EVERY 
SCHOLAR WILL MAINTAIN A 
WEBSITE OF THEIR OWN SO 
THAT THEY MAY COLLECT 
DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF 
THEIR EDUCATION AND 
DISPLAY THEM.”
Andrea Rehn, Professor of English
40 YEARS ON THE POET CAMPUS
The Whittier Scholars Program  
40th reunion committee is working 
to raise $40,000 from alumni and 
friends to strengthen the program and 
support projects such as the senior 
project display and archive, off campus 
experience scholarship, and Scholars 
mentorship fund. To contribute visit 
whittier.edu/WSP40.
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
BHARAT PATEL P’16
Patel is the President of Castle Inn Incorporated in Anaheim, Calif. 
Raised in the hospitality industry, Patel’s father bought his first 
hotel, the original Peter Pan Motor Lodge, in the mid-70’s. The 
family later built the Castle Inn & Suites across the street from 
Disneyland Resort.
Bharat was on the Poet Council from 2012 to 2014 and serves on 
the Board of Directors for the Anaheim Family YMCA. He and his 
wife Ragini are the parents of recent Whittier graduate Rakesh 
Patel ’16. They live in Villa Park, Calif. 
JOHN D. MCCARTHY ’77
As a medical student in the early 1980s, McCarthy was among 
the clinicians who reported the first cases of AIDS and was on 
the front lines of treating patients with the disease. He has more 
than 34 years of diverse experience in infectious diseases and 
internal medicine. He is affiliated with multiple hospitals in 
Southern California, including PIH Health Hospital-Whittier and 
Whittier Hospital Medical Center. McCarthy has also served on 
the clinical affairs committee of the Infectious Diseases Society of 
America and for 10 years, he has been on the Board of Directors 
of Infectious Diseases Association of California. 
McCarthy received his B.A. in biology from Whittier, was a 
member of the Lancer Society, and sang in the College Choir.  
He earned his M.D. from the David Geffen School of Medicine  
at UCLA. 
McCarthy and his wife, Mary (Morgan) McCarthy ’77, are 
residents of Whittier and active community and College 
volunteers. Together, they served on the Poet Council. In 2015, 
they were joint recipients of the Poet Award for Community 
Impact in recognition of service to the local community.
 
DORI (WELLS) RODI-SHRYOCK ’64 
Rodi-Shryock spent much of her career in education, most 
recently as Director of Admissions for the Francis W. Parker 
School, a private college preparatory and independent school  
in San Diego, Calif. She is now retired. 
Dori served on the Poet Council from 2016 to 2018. She has been 
a steadfast and generous donor to the College. As part of the Go 
Poets! Presidential Scholarship Campaign, she established a new 
endowed scholarship fund for female science students in memory 
of her parents, Ruth and John Wells. 
Dori received a B.A. in sociology from Whittier and was a 
member of the Athenian Society. She and her partner  
Frank Olson ’64 currently reside in Laguna Beach, Calif.
PROJECT BROTHERHOOD 
PROMOTES ACADEMIC 
SUCCESS
WHITTIER COLLEGE IS CONSISTENTLY RANKED 
AS ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE LIBERAL ARTS 
CAMPUSES IN THE COUNTRY. CURRENTLY, 63 
PERCENT OF WHITTIER STUDENTS IDENTIFY AS 
STUDENTS OF COLOR AND OVER 50 PERCENT OF 
WHITTIER EMPLOYEES ARE PERSONS OF COLOR. 
Yet, according to the Director of the Office of Equity 
and Inclusion (OEI) Jenny Guerra, more work is needed 
to ensure that all studentscan equally benefit from 
a Whittier education. With this goal in mind, the OEI 
launched a special initiative this fall that provides 
additional support to men of color, a particularly 
vulnerable group of students. 
According to the U.S. Department of Education, across 
the country men of color are graduating at noticeably 
lower rates than their peers. At Whittier, data from fall 
2016 shows that six-year graduation rates for men of 
color are 29% for African-Americans, 59% for Latinx, 
and 40% for Asians.
The Brotherhood Leadership Program—which enrolled 
eight students for its pilot year—provides participants 
with an in-depth introduction to Whittier College 
designed to ensure students make a successful 
transition to college life. During the academic year, 
students will also attend workshops on financing 
college, career and life path exploration, academic 
success, and successful study skills, among  
other topics. 
 “The Brotherhood Leadership Program has four main 
goals: provide a safe space and sense of community 
and solidarity; support and challenge men of color to 
achieve academic success; support and encourage 
participants to engage with the College community; 
and promote involvement and inclusion in leadership 
opportunities,” said Guerra. 
The OEI plans to expand the program for the next 
academic year.
PICTURE ABOVE: Brotherhood Leadership Program participants; 
Siobhan Skerritt, director of student rights and responsibilities; Kayla 
Kosaki, assistant director of the OEI; Jenny Guerra, director of the OEI.
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W hether you are an aspiring robotics engineer or astronomer, a space exploration aficionado, or a casual observer of NASA’s developments, you cannot help but 
be in awe of the scientific activity that goes on at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL) in nearby Pasadena, Calif. 
A group of Whittier students recently had the opportunity to visit and 
explore JPL with a private tour and discussion hosted by former  
College Trustee and JPL Deputy Division Manager of Mission  
Systems and Operations Elizabeth Kay-Im ’89. 
During the tour, students got up close with some of the robots used for 
space exploration, including the Mars rover Curiosity, which has the  
letters JPL in Morse code cut out on its wheels as a nod to its creators. 
“Space has always fascinated me and I attended the tour to learn in 
person what it’s like to work for a company which performs dozens of 
missions in space,” said Bryceton Scurr ’19, a 3-2 engineering major.  
“I also wanted to see if there were any opportunities for civil engineers 
that I can watch out for in the next few years.”
 
 
 
Overlooking a sterile zone through a glass pane, students observed 
engineers wearing white suits that covered them from head to toe as they 
worked on a spacecraft that will explore the red planet, as part of JPL’s 
upcoming mission, Mars 2020.
“My mind was blown multiple times, and I left feeling very inspired,” said 
Spencer VanDerStarren ’20, who is majoring in Sustainable International 
Business through the Whittier Scholars Program. 
At the end of the tour, Kay-Im spoke with the students and shared her 
journey from Whittier to JPL. She told the students that it was her liberal 
arts education that taught her to think outside the box — a skill that  
helped her carve her career path.
Kay-Im has been at JPL for more than 25 years, focusing on developing the 
new generation of science data systems that are scalable and reusable 
across earth, planetary, and astrophysics missions, reinforcing and 
expanding JPL’s core competencies in science data collection, processing, 
analysis, archiving, and distribution. She has worked on many missions, 
such as Mars Exploration rovers, Mars Pathfinder, Cassini, Galileo, Mars 
Express, and Magellan. 
“ I ATTENDED THE TOUR 
TO LEARN IN PERSON 
WHAT IT’S LIKE TO 
WORK FOR A COMPANY 
WHICH PERFORMS 
DOZENS OF MISSIONS 
IN SPACE.”  
 
Bryceton Scurr ’19, 3-2 
Engineering major
EXPLORING SCIENCE AND  
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
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Spencer VanDerStarren ’20 
looked through his long camera 
lens and saw water buffalo 
grazing in the shallow waters 
and tall, marshy grasses. 
The animals had been rescued after roads 
and cities overtook their natural habitats; the 
wetland of the Mai Po Nature Reserve is now 
their lush sanctuary. VanDerStarren could see 
another sight through his camera lens, as one 
of the buffalo turned its horned head to look 
straight at him: the looming skyline of Shenzhen, 
an ever-present reminder of urbanization 
surrounding the reserve on almost all sides.  
He snapped the photo.
“We love the symbolism of the Mai Po water 
buffalo,” said VanDerStarren, an enormous 
version of the photograph behind him, as 
he presented the ambitious photography 
project, Take Your Seat, at the Luce Initiative on 
Asian Studies and the Environment (LIASE) 
conference in Villalobos Hall earlier this year. 
The photo features another conspicuous 
element: a red movie director’s chair, just off 
to the side. The chair is a fixture of the project; 
when VanDerStarren and his father travel, they 
capture photos of the chair in beautiful and 
poignant locales. The chair symbolizes the 
viewer and encourages them to treat the  
world and themselves with respect, and live the 
life they intended.
It was at the LIASE conference the previous year 
that VanDerStarren met the reserve’s wetland 
preservation director, Michael Lau, who came 
to present research. That connection led directly 
to Lau offering his service as Take Your Seat’s 
personal guide through Mai Po.
“It’s really very exciting to see this kind of 
connection here bear fruit in activities in China,” 
said the C. Milo Connick Chair of Religious 
Studies Professor Jason Carbine, the director  
of the LIASE Project.
VanDerStarren, who’s working on a self-
designed major in Sustainable International 
Business through the Whittier Scholars Program, 
doesn’t just want to capture beautiful scenery—
though he has an immense and growing skill 
with his camera. He wants to highlight the 
intersection of man’s world with the natural one. 
At the conference, he changed slides from the 
water buffalo to a breathtaking view of an island 
cliff plunging into the waves off Hong Kong.  
The slides changed again, this time revealing  
a sea of discarded plastic that had washed  
up on the shore.
“It breaks my heart and in some ways, I hope 
it breaks yours, too,” VanDerStarren said to 
the audience. “I hope that these snapshots 
combined with the Take Your Seat photographs 
inspire you to recognize that you only get one 
life and we only have this one planet.”
His studies at Whittier have certainly helped 
him with Take Your Seat, especially from an 
environmental science perspective, and he 
isn’t done, yet. VanDerStarren continued the 
project while he studied abroad in Japan this 
fall. Eventually, he also has plans to return to his 
home country, Canada, to retrace the steps of 
famous painters and photograph his red chair 
in the locations that inspired the artists to paint 
their renowned landscapes.
“After that, who knows? It’s a big world,”  
he said.
SEE MORE PHOTOS FROM VANDERSTARREN’S 
PROJECT AT WHITTIER.EDU/MOREROCK.
Professor of Religious Studies Jason Carbine
“ IT’S REALLY VERY 
EXCITING TO SEE  
THIS KIND OF 
CONNECTION HERE 
BEAR FRUIT IN 
ACTIVITIES IN CHINA.”
Seeing the Environment  
Through a Different Lens
382188_WhittierCollege_TheRockMag_r1.indd   8 12/10/18   7:04 AM
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Whittier Featured in  
National Geographic 
 
Recent Whittier graduate Susy Barajas ’18 and 
fellow Palmer sisters appeared in a recent issue  
of National Geographic magazine. 
The article, “How Latinos Are Shaping America’s Future,” 
focuses on the country’s changing demographics and Latinx 
growing political and economic influence. The article also  
notes that Whittier is among the most diverse colleges in the  
U.S. and, the City of Whittier itself has grown “predominantly 
Latinx and increasingly affluent.”
Prominent Whittier residents Richard and Rebecca Zapanta P’13 were also 
featured in the article. Richard Zapanta is a former Whittier College trustee 
and the couple are parents of recent graduate Richard Zapanta, Jr. ’13. 
Professor of Religious Studies, Jason Carbine
World-class Chinese nature musicians Chen 
Zhipeng and Moon Lin were on campus to 
celebrate a week-long program of activities 
focused on Asia and the environment. 
Zhipeng and Lin held daily fireside “ancient sound circles” and workshops 
on nature music, nature instruments, and musical healing, inviting students 
to engage by listening and playing along. The musicians also visited a 
number of classes to speak on Chinese musical traditions, performed with 
faculty in the music department, improvised accompaniment to students’ 
theatrical performances, and translated students’ poetry into Chinese to 
perform them as interpretive songs.
The week of cultural immersion culminated with the Luce Initiative 
on Asian Studies and the Environment (LIASE) Regional Conference. 
Whittier welcomed students and faculty from Occidental College and the 
Claremont Colleges, co-sponsors of the event. Professor of History Robert 
Marks, who has written extensively about China’s environmental history, 
gave the keynote address.
The LIASE program at Whittier is funded by the Henry Luce Foundation’s 
Asia Program; it seeks to strengthen college students’ awareness and 
understanding of Asia and its environment. 
Students Explore Music  
and the Environment
GO TO  WHITTIER.EDU/MOREROCK  
TO READ MORE. 
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UNDERSTANDING 
THE FUTURE OF THE 
LATINX MARKET
Business Professor Dan Duran
“ IT WAS A COOL 
EXPERIENCE WITH 
SEVERAL SKYPE 
PLANNING AND UPDATE 
MEETINGS THAT OFTEN 
INCLUDED OUR STUDENTS 
WITH SOL TRUJILLO  
AND OTHERS.”
Getting to hear from 
entrepreneurial celebrities like 
Zoë Saldaña, filmmaker Robert 
Rodriguez, former baseball 
player Alex “A-Rod” Rodriguez, 
and singer-songwriter Luis 
Fonsi was just the icing on the 
cake for a group of enterprising 
Whittier College students. The 
group, along with business 
professor Dan Duran, worked 
over the summer and into fall 
to be part of the first annual 
L’Attitude conference held in 
San Diego, Calif. 
 
L’Attitude, co-founded by global media-
communications and technology executive Sol 
Trujillo L.H.D. ’17, was designed to highlight 
the power of the Latinx market in the U.S. and 
brought together some of the chief business 
leaders in the country. The A-listers were joined 
by former U.S. Secretary of Transportation 
Federico Peña, NPR journalist Maria Hinojosa, 
MÍTU founder Beatriz Acevedo, and the CEOs of 
Uber, Wells Fargo, and United Airlines, to name 
only a few.
Sessions led by these big industry names 
motivated students, who enjoyed hearing how 
Latinx entrepreneurs like Saldana and Rodriguez 
found and share their success. 
 
They were also impressed to hear CEOs 
describe the enormous position Latinx share  
in the U.S. economy.
By 2020, Latinx will make up 74 percent of the 
growth in new workers, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. In 2015 alone, Latinx 
in the U.S. were responsible for $2.13 trillion in 
gross domestic product—larger than the GDPs 
of Italy, Brazil, India, and Canada, according 
to a study by Latinx Donors Collaborative, a 
nonpartisan association of Latinx business, 
political and academic leaders. In other words, 
if U.S. Latinx were a country, they would be the 
seventh biggest economy in the world.
Business administration major Jesus Delgado 
’19 was blown away after hearing that statistic. 
He returned to Whittier reinvigorated to pursue 
his goal of helping families start their own 
businesses.
Over the summer, Delgado and 19 other 
Whittier students gained early professional 
face time by working with Trujillo and the 
conference’s other co-founder—Gary Acosta, 
founder and CEO of the National Association 
of Hispanic Real Estate Professionals—to put 
together and execute a marketing plan to 
reach out to other colleges and universities 
about L’Attitude. The plan involved research, 
direct contact, and a social media awareness 
campaign. 
“It was a cool experience with several Skype 
planning and update meetings that often 
included our students with Sol Trujillo and 
others,” said Duran. 
Students also volunteered during the conference 
which granted them both free admission and 
an opportunity to introduce themselves to 
many of the approximately 1,500 professionals 
in attendance. Students like Daisy Zavala ’19, 
who volunteered in a VIP area, had a chance to 
network with entrepreneurs and executives, and 
the interactions left her feeling empowered to 
make her way in the business world after she 
graduates.
“I thought, ‘wow, this is who I want to be, this is 
what I want to do and follow,’” said Zavala. 
Michael Ash ’21 felt a similar combination of 
affirmation after meeting so many successful 
Latinx in business.
“It helps to reaffirm that I could do the same 
thing,” Ash said. “Just meeting these people was 
really cool. They’re just like me. They came from 
where I came from.”
For his part, Duran hopes L’Attitude becomes a 
recurring excursion for Whittier students. 
“This convention was something really special,” 
said Christian Renteria ’21. “In the end, it really 
paid off. We got to meet with a ton of Fortune 
500 companies, a ton of CEOs, real estate 
agents, bankers. I think there’s no greater value 
than experience. I think for me, that’s something 
that I can always carry with me. I’m just very 
grateful for it. I’m glad the school was able to 
give me the opportunity, as well.”
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Sharp Focus  
on Screen Representations
 
As a participant of the prestigious Television Academy Foundation’s 2018 internship program, 
Tayler Scriber ’19 gained a hands-on, inside look into an industry that affects millions—which  
she is  interested in exploring further.
Over the summer, Scriber interned in the 
media research department at Warner Bros. 
Studios in Burbank, CA. There, she delved 
into the studio’s deep pool of research 
about consumer behavior. She pored over 
data about how people watch their favorite 
shows and movies, as well as what related 
merchandise fans want. 
“When I was looking for internship opportunities in television and film, 
I found the Television Academy Foundation and knew it would be an 
excellent fit. Their program seemed hands-on and informative, as well  
as a fun overall experience to have,” said Scriber. 
Scriber has always been curious about people’s relationship with media: 
why they watch what they watch, and in turn, how that content affects them. 
Thanks to the Whittier Scholars Program, Scriber turned that passion into 
a self-designed major, Film and Humanities, and has enjoyed exploring a 
subject that deeply interests her.
She has specifically honed in on black representation, both on the screen 
and behind the camera. Acclaimed movies like Get Out, which turned a 
critical eye to racism, and HBO’s Insecure, a TV show which explores the 
black female experience, have had serious cross-cultural implications, 
Scriber said.
In her junior year, she examined how the revolutionary horror classic  
Night of the Living Dead characterized its black lead, played by Duane 
Jones, and the significance of his role in a 1960s film. The optics of the 
seminal zombie movie, a black man trying to survive conflict only to  
be killed by his protectors, reflect the optics of not only its era, but 2018,  
as well.
“I think it matters that we take stock of the things that we consume on a 
regular basis,” said Scriber, presenting her analysis last spring at Whittier’s 
annual conference for student research. “We take these un-intentioned 
biases and we place that on people that we meet in the outside world.”
Her senior project expands her scope and looks at how black women have 
been represented in film, and how those portrayals shaped real women’s 
experiences. She’s also taking a close look at black women’s involvement 
in the industry, which has remained static over time.
“I’ve always been interested in how we create a more holistic story of 
who we are,” she said. “Especially in the United States of America, where 
we have so many different types of people, it would behoove us to show 
different types of people and see how those stories affect who we are as  
a society.”
Scriber is receiving support for her research through the Mellon Mays 
Undergraduate Fellowship, which helps under-represented students who 
want to become professors. After graduation, Scriber plans to continue her 
education and research in graduate school.
PAGE 12 / THE ROCK WINTER 2019
around 
theROCK
The transparent walls of the Science & Learning Center 
provide a window to the scientific activity that happens on 
campus every day. What is also on display—but perhaps 
harder to visually identify—is the incredible amount of 
mentorship and collaboration happening between faculty 
and students. Professors work with students to create 
research projects, allowing them to hone their skills and 
develop their interest in various subjects. Going the 
extra mile, faculty members also guide students in the 
process of securing College fellowships and off-campus 
research opportunities known as Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates (REUs).
With the support of this type of mentorship, the following  
students have taken their scientific passions to the next level.  
BREATHING ON MARS 
Gianluca Bencomo ’21 is going to help save the world and put 
humankind on Mars. That’s an exaggeration, but it’s kind of not. Bencomo 
recently finished research at NASA’s nearby Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL) 
on efficiently turning carbon dioxide into oxygen and water. That’s not 
only crucial to NASA’s mission to put astronauts on Mars by 2035, it’s a 
potential life-saver here on Earth, where carbon emissions have pushed the 
atmosphere past its healthy limits. 
 
Before the first human being can take one giant leap on the red planet, 
NASA needs to know that the crew will have enough air to stay on the planet 
for 18 months and get home— a process which includes rocketing off the 
surface. Rocket fuel requires a ton of oxygen, a chemical element Mars is 
sadly lacking, with an atmosphere that is almost entirely carbon dioxide. 
 
Bencomo tested one option for turning the gas into breathable air, as well 
as methane, which the rocket fuel also needs. The basic idea is to use acid, 
hydrogen ions, and an electric charge to break down carbon dioxide into 
water and carbon monoxide, then split the water into oxygen. The equation 
was missing a catalyst and a way to break down the carbon dioxide, and 
that’s where Bencomo’s experiments came in.
 
By the end, there were some days when Bencomo was arriving at the 
laboratory before 8 a.m. and running experiments for 12, 13 hours. Silver 
nanoparticles seemed like a good option for breaking down carbon 
dioxide, but the tests weren’t giving them the results they wanted,  
and Bencomo’s 10-week internship was coming to a close.
 
It was another frustrating marathon of experiments at the lab, and the day 
before Bencomo’s final presentation, when it finally worked.
 
He understands his contribution is a small part of an enormous undertaking, 
involving hundreds of people. NASA may ultimately choose another 
method for bringing water and oxygen to Mars. But Bencomo knows that 
this method matters to Earth, too, where roughly 3,200 gigatons of carbon 
dioxide are floating in the atmosphere. A safe level is about 2,800.
Summer of Science
WHITTIER STUDENTS REACHING NEW HEIGHTS
1 Gianluca Bencomo ’21 at NASA’s nearby Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL).  
2 Emi Eastman ’19  3 Brandon Choi ’20
1.
2. 3.
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“This CO2 conversion method could potentially be used to take CO2 out  
of the atmosphere and kind of clean up the air,” he said.
 
Meanwhile, on campus, Bencomo is turning his sights to another toxin: 
organophosphate pesticides, a common pest control in the fields and 
orchards of California’s Central Valley, and beyond. The same summer as 
his work with JPL, he began research with professor Erica Fradinger, the 
James Irvine Foundation Chair in Biological Sciences, to understand how 
one of the pesticides might be affecting people’s brains. The pesticides 
influence neuronal development and could have a role in the development 
of neurodegenerative disease.
 
The experiments aren’t easy. Bencomo has to find a way to image neuron’s 
dendritic spines. If the spines change after being exposed to the pesticide, 
that’s a window into what’s happening in the neuron. Fradinger, Bencomo, 
and a fellow student plan to publish a paper on their work in the spring. 
 
This is advanced work for most undergraduates, not to mention someone 
just entering their sophomore year.
 
 “Gianluca is entering into that very early. He’s ahead of the game,”  
said Fradinger. 
 
Bencomo’s summer research was supported by a Keck Undergraduate 
Summer Research Fellowship that allowed him to stay in Whittier, rather 
than return to his hometown in Northern California.
 
Bencomo pushes himself, to say the least. A freestyle swimmer for the 
College team, he competed at the conference championship as a first-year. 
He’s one of the leaders of the Violence Intervention and Prevention Club.  
He volunteers several hours a week at a local hospital. In addition to 
biochemistry, he’s double-majoring in economics, just for fun.
 
 “As a pre-med student who’s aspiring to hopefully go to a very top  
medical school, I know I have to do the absolute most I can do throughout 
the entirety that I’m here at Whittier,” said Bencomo. “I’m always seeking  
to do more.”
 
FIGHTING CANCER ONE ATOM AT A TIME
This summer, Emi Eastman ’19, earned a research opportunity at  
the University of Notre Dame. As a physics major, she used atomic  
physics to test everyday objects, like food wrappers, for environmental 
cancer-causing toxins.
 
Stepping into the huge laboratory, she was surrounded by tons of 
equipment, wires, and the constant humming of machines. A large, blue, 
tube-like accelerator fired protons up to about 11 percent of the speed  
of light, with energy up to 6 million electron volts. The accelerator is as 
powerful as it is complex, but Eastman was up to the challenge.
 
“Seeing that for the first time was terrifying. I was like, ‘There is no way that 
I’m ever going to operate this thing,’” Eastman said. But that didn’t stop her 
from learning its intricacies and experimenting with its operation. It soon 
became her near-daily companion to help rid the world of cancer.
 
She thanks physics professor Glenn Piner for making this opportunity 
possible. One day during class, Piner invited everyone to stay a little late 
to talk about summer research programs known as REUs which Eastman 
hadn’t heard of before. Inspired by the opportunity, she applied to several, 
with an eye for research that would  
have tangible impacts for people.
 
“I feel like this is one of those experiences where I got a lot out of it,”  
she said. “I feel very lucky to have done the work that I did.” 
PREPARING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LAB
Before his junior year, Brandon Choi ’20 had already logged three 
months of experience at the renowned Mayo Clinic.
 
Choi, a biology and chemistry double major, researched how and why 
cells age at the medical laboratory thanks to a REU this past summer. The 
researchers trusted him with advanced equipment, including a device that 
can slice tissue samples 20 millionths of a meter thin, and a giant $350,000 
flow cytometer, which can run dozens of analyses simultaneously. Choi 
proved adept with the equipment and capable of keeping up with the 
rigorous study—so much so, they asked him to stay on longer than his REU 
was scheduled.
 
“It was really cool. Everyone in the lab is super helpful and welcoming,” 
Choi said. “You learn a lot of techniques and tips and tricks and… all the 
little nitty-gritties that you would never learn unless you actually did it  
for yourself.”
 
Choi’s path to the Mayo Clinic began in a first-year writing seminar with 
Hector Valenzuela, the Roy E. & Marie G. Campbell Distinguished Associate 
Professor of Biology. The introductory course not only exposes students 
to lab work early on, it stresses the importance of clear communication—
because “in science, if you can’t communicate your ideas,” Valenzuela said, 
“you’re not a good scientist.”
 
After getting his feet wet, Choi asked Valenzuela if he could join the 
professor in his laboratory to dive deeper. Valenzuela, who’s always on  
the lookout for student researchers, led Choi to an intermediary step:  
a more advanced course on the pathology of aging, which exposed him  
not only to more detailed scientific literature, but to equipment that, at  
other institutions, is sometimes reserved only for graduate students.
 
“I taught him how to clone, how to use all this equipment like flow 
cytometry, which is great because that gives him background for  
the research that I’m doing,” Valenzuela said.
 
With the support of a Keck Undergraduate Summer Research Fellowship, 
Choi joined Valenzuela in his aging research, helping  
the professor raise cell samples. 
 
Choi also credits his lab work with chemistry professor Christina Bauer for 
preparing him for the Mayo Clinic. Last year, he conducted research with 
two other students on synthesizing and manipulating novel metal organic 
frameworks (MOFs). 
 
Choi came to Whittier with the idea of going to medical school and 
becoming a doctor. But after getting a taste for research, his long-term  
goal changed. Choi now finds himself on a path to earning a Ph.D.
 “ IN SCIENCE, IF YOU CAN’T 
COMMUNICATE YOUR IDEAS,  
YOU’RE NOT A GOOD SCIENTIST.”
Associate Professor of Biology Hector Valenzuela
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Once a symbol of modern technology, the printing press 
represents a piece of history that gave birth to contemporary 
means of communication. This particular Columbian press 
is housed in the Bonnie Bell Wardman Library and came to 
Whittier in the early 1980s at the request of Phil O’Brien ’61, 
who was the library director at that time. The Hathaway 
family—involved in the ranch and oil industries for five 
generations—were the owners of the press. Valuing the 
importance of its historical meaning, O’Brien reached out to 
the family and asked for the press to be gifted to the College. 
“It’s a symbol of one of the major revolutions in early American history,” said O’Brien. 
“It represents the letter press printing from the beginning of time, starting with 
Guttenberg.”
Invented by George Clymer in the early 19th century, the Columbian press is the first 
of its kind to be manufactured in the United States. Before that, printing presses had 
mostly been made in Europe. When this unit first arrived at Whittier, O’Brien put it to 
use printing flyers for basketball playoff games, displaying the typefaces available, 
and printing broadsheets.
In 1988, world-renowned British printer John Randall came to Whittier to teach a 
JanTerm course specifically on this press. 
Today, the press sits on the main floor of Wardman library and serves as reminder  
of an era that gave rise to the widespread printing of books. 
PRINTING 
PRESS
SOCIETIES
BUILDING 
PROFESSIONAL 
NETWORKS  
When Athenian Alexandra Sanchez ’14 
graduated from Whittier College she 
began her career journey by reaching out 
to her Poet society alumni network. She 
connected with Orthogonian Stephen 
McAskill ’96, who recommended her for a 
position at the company he was working 
for at the time. After a rigorous interview 
process, she landed the job.   
Four years later, Sanchez and McAskill are still coworkers, now 
at the Branded Group, a facilities management company based 
in Orange County. Sanchez is a successful sales manager and 
McAskill is the operations manager, overseeing three teams and 
about 30 accounts, including retail facility maintenance for Apple.
Inspired by her own experience, Sanchez reached out to her 
younger Athenian sisters. With her mentorship and guidance,  
Jenna Dominguez ’16 and Melissa Perez ’17 joined the Branded 
Group this past year. Dominguez is a sales representative and 
Perez works primarily in accounts receivable but has branched  
out into marketing—taking on the role of developing a social  
media presence for the company. 
“As an English major, I like to write and create content, so that’s how 
I sold it,” adds Perez.
Being a good communicator and a self-starter are two things Perez 
learned at Whittier. McAskill added that being a member of a 
society gave him an additional set of skills. 
“You learn to show up, give 100 percent, you don’t quit because it’s 
going to be rough,” he said. “And you’re going to get hammered 
with criticism, if it applies to you, chew it up and swallow it. If it 
doesn’t, you just let it roll off your back you don’t let it bother you.  
So those three things in particular really prepared me for my  
role now.”
Just like these four Poet alumni, hundreds of alumni returned 
to campus last year to participate in social and professional 
networking events. According to Ana Gutierrez ’96, Athenian 
alumna and associate director of alumni programs and giving, 
networking should be a life-long process. 
“We have alumni who come back to campus every year to 
reconnect with fellow graduates, professors, and staff and to  
mentor current students,” she said. “Your Whittier degree is more  
valuable when you factor in how extensive the Poet network is.”
Sanchez adds that it’s never too late to network. “Keep putting 
yourself out there and stay involved with the College. Your  
Whittier network never dies.” 
THE VICTORS 
Thalian alumnae made history during 
Whittier College’s 8th Annual All-
Society Alumni Participation Challenge. 
 
Not only did they win the Challenge cup, but 
they did so while setting a new all-time record 
with 64 percent alumni participation. The  
group is also launching a campaign to fund  
the Thalian Society Endowed Scholarship.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT  
WHITTIER.EDU/MOREROCK.
PRINTING 
PRESS
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Is it possible to teach 
students to approach a 
topic in an interdisciplinary 
manner before they 
have even mastered the 
particular subject?
 
 
 
This is the question Professor of Philosophy 
Paul Kjellberg and Professor of Spanish Doreen 
O’Connor-Gómez—along with their colleague, 
University of Michigan philosophy professor 
Michael O’Rourke—sought to answer. Their 
research paper, “Interdisciplinarity and the 
Undisciplined Student: Lessons from the Whittier 
Scholars Program,” was published this past summer 
in the peer-reviewed academic journal, Issues in 
Interdisciplinary Studies. 
Working with students in the Whittier Scholars 
Program from 2013 to 2017, their study focused on 
students who were juniors at the time. In the class, 
the professors facilitated the development of what 
they called “interdisciplinary consciousness.” The 
group worked with a total of five cohorts. The study 
involved a questionnaire meant to draw attention to 
the different unconscious ways people approach 
problems. This tool yielded interesting results. 
“The main outcome was to provide justification 
for something most of us already knew, that 
undergraduate students are capable of thinking 
interdisciplinarily,” said Kjellberg. “Most of us 
at Whittier already knew that, but other people 
working in interdisciplinary studies tend to think of 
the mixing of disciplines as something that happens 
after students have acquired disciplinary expertise, 
not while they are in the process of developing this 
experience. It was a point worth making.”
Professors  
Examine  
Approaches  
to Learning 
Since joining the Whittier 
faculty in 2010, Associate 
Professor of Social 
Psychology Christina Scott 
has made it her mission to 
integrate students into her 
unique research projects. 
Her work mentoring young scholars, along 
with her engaging teaching style, made her an 
obvious choice for the 2018 Nerhood Award. 
The award, presented during the 2018 Honors 
Convocation, is named after Professor Emeritus 
of History Harry W. Nerhood and recognizes 
overall excellence in teaching. 
While presenting the award, Dean of Faculty 
Darrin Good mentioned the admirable 
comments submitted during the nomination 
process.
One student nominator said, “Professor Scott 
encourages us to not only set high standards 
but is also there to help us meet them. Her 
encouragement has allowed me to step outside 
my comfort zone and recognize my strengths.” 
Another said, “She is a brilliant, intelligent, and 
above all an inspirational professor.” 
A fellow professor said, “Christina Scott is a 
great asset to our community because of her 
intellectual gifts, teaching excellence, wisdom, 
constructive involvement with students, and 
her respect for and commitment to the Whittier 
College community.”
Each year, Scott interviews and selects three 
to four undergraduate students to serve as 
research assistants for a three-semester 
commitment. Starting with her “research 
boot camp” in the spring semester, the new 
team is involved in all aspects of developing 
an academic research project from locating 
empirical articles to Institutional Review Board 
submission. The following year, research 
assistants collect and analyze data, which they 
present at a regional or national psychological 
conference with Scott.
Scott’s work focuses primarily on women’s 
sexuality and behavior. She has been published 
in a wide range of books and journals and 
continues to speak nationally and internationally 
about her research. Throughout her career, 
she has developed her teaching practice 
through appointments at various colleges 
and universities across the nation, including 
Pepperdine University, Loyola University of 
Chicago, Chico State, Tennessee State University, 
and St. Mary’s College of California. 
Beyond the Whittier College community, Scott is 
passionate about sex education and volunteers 
to speak with local high schools and LGBTQ 
youth groups about healthy relationships and 
safe sexual practices. 
Scott earned her B.S. at Occidental College as 
a double major in psychology and theater. She 
received an M.S. and Ph.D. in psychology from 
Kansas State University.
SCOTT RECOGNIZED 
FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN TEACHING
2018 NERHOOD AWARD
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Located on the vast ice-covered landscape of Antarctica, between 
mountains covered in snow, and far from any living community, you’ll 
find small detectors set to sense neutrinos—particles created by cosmic 
rays coming from space.
Assistant Professor of Physics Jordan Hanson is part of a team of researchers from all 
over the world who are responsible for creating and setting those detectors. 
The team’s goal is to capture neutrinos in their most natural state, which travel with 
much higher energies than we can currently give sub-atomic particles on Earth. 
 “At higher levels, the energy changes the way things interact on a subatomic level,” 
said Hanson. “When you grab a cosmic ray from space, you’re actually peering into the 
fundamental laws that govern the universe.”
The detectors were carefully set in Antarctica by Hanson and his colleagues to sense 
when a neutrino makes impact with the ice starting in 2009. 
 Neutrinos, unlike protons and electrons, carry no electric charge, have almost no mass, 
and rarely interact with matter. They obey different rules of quantum mechanics and are 
viewed as “wild” particles in their natural state. Placing the detectors in Antarctica gives 
Hanson’s team the ability to monitor a vast area of ice, which can be observed with 
relatively few detectors. When a neutrino makes impact, the ice produces radio pulses 
that can be picked up by the detector over distances of several kilometers. 
 The group’s research shows that the radio waves from neutrinos can propagate 
horizontally, contrary to the conventional wisdom that the changing index of refractions 
pulls the waves down toward the Earth. “Normally, light experiencing a changing index 
of refraction travels in a curved path, like the light that leads to the effect of a mirage,” 
said Hanson. “However, special cases apparently exist for radio waves in ice, where the 
waves were observed to travel for multiple kilometers with no bending. This potentially 
increases the probability that such a wave will hit one of the group’s detectors.”
The results were published this summer in the Journal of Cosmology and Astroparticle 
Physics.
Hanson is continuing his research and working with the group to create a different type 
of detector that will cover more kilometers of ice, increasing the chances of sensing 
neutrino activity. He plans to return to Antarctica and set the new detectors in a different 
location and hopes to take a group of Whittier students with him. To read more 
about their research, visit whittier.edu/morerock.
Professor Trish Van Oosbree 
has been a champion for the 
Department of Kinesiology, helping 
build it into the second-most 
popular major on campus. Fittingly, 
she has been named as the 
inaugural Yao Yuan Sze Chair  
in Kinesiology.
As a result of her excellent teaching and mentoring, 
Van Oosbree has helped many Whittier students 
achieve admittance to top graduate programs in an 
array of health care professions. During her tenure, 
she has served on and chaired all faculty leadership 
committees on campus, served as the kinesiology 
department’s chair for 12 of her 25 years on campus, 
and was a key contributor to the new design of the 
Science & Learning Center. 
She is also an instructor for the College’s Healthcare 
Leadership Development Program.  
 
Endowed positions provide invaluable support 
for the faculty’s salary, research, and professional 
development opportunities.
The Yao Yuan Sze Foundation has also created 
fellowships in kinesiology, provided operational 
budget for the department and for student support 
services, and made a leadership gift enabling the 
construction of two laboratories in the Science & 
Learning Center forming the Yao Yuan Sze Center 
for Health and Wellness.  Van Oosbree serves as 
an advisor to the Yao Yuan Sze Fellowship program, 
which provides financial and mentoring support 
for students interested in conducting supervised 
research with a faculty member. 
VAN OOSBREE 
AWARDED  
INAUGURAL YAO 
YUAN SZE CHAIR  
IN KINESIOLOGY
     CAPTURING A PIECE  
OF THE UNIVERSE
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INDIVIDUAL HONORS
FOR THE PURPLE & GOLD
BASEBALL
Matthew Macey ’18 and Alex Baez ’19 
earned spots on the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
(SCIAC) All-Conference teams, with Macey 
taking first baseman on the first team and 
Baez on the second team as a starting 
pitcher. Macey was also named to the 
third team All-West Region by d3baseball.
com and the American Baseball Coaches 
Association/Rawlings All-West Region 
third team. Baez was also named SCIAC 
Athlete of the Week. Brandon Mulrooney 
’19 and Michael Angulo ’18 were named 
to the d3baseball.com Team of the Week 
and Charlie Mayfield ’18 was named to 
the SCIAC All-Sportsmanship team. Eight 
members of the team were named to the 
SCIAC All-Academic team.
MEN’S GOLF
Nicholas Medeiros ’18 won the SCIAC  
Jesse Clark Sportsmanship Award.
WOMEN’S GOLF
Taylor Beckwith ’20 and Kajal Vitha ’18 
were named All-SCIAC for the second 
year in a row, second team and first team 
respectively. Beckwith and Vitha, along 
with Ciara Clark ’18 and Kamryn Marie 
Garcia ’21 were named SCIAC All-
Academic.
MEN’S LACROSSE
The team received recognition from the 
NCAA for leading Division III in caused 
turnovers—a total of 205. The defensive 
unit consisted of Jacob Berggren ’21, 
Max Bragdon ’20, Ryan Crawford ’20, 
Max Lepley ’19, and Max Thiele ’18.
SOFTBALL
Alli Fonseca ’18 and Brittany Attaway 
’19 were each named SCIAC Athlete of 
the Week. Attaway was also named to the 
National Fastpitch Coaches Association 
(NFCA) All-West Region team. Ten 
players were named to the SCIAC All-
Academic team and nine players were 
named NFCA Scholar Athletes.
MEN’S TENNIS
Elmer Van Butselaar ’18 was named 
SCIAC Athlete of the Week and earned 
a spot on the All-SCIAC second team. 
Agustin Lombardi ’18 also earned 
recognition on the second team. Six 
members of the team were named 
SCIAC All-Academic.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
Kindall Yeung ’19 was named the SCIAC 
Athlete of the Week and SCIAC All-
Academic and Amanda Rodriguez ’20 
was named to the All-SCIAC second team.
OUTDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
Distance runners Julissa Tobias ’18 and 
Jessica Iribe ’18 each earned a berth 
to the 2018 Division III Outdoor Track & 
Field Championships. Tobias and Iribe, 
along with Julian Sandoval ’19, Benjamin 
White ’21, Garrett Silva ’21, and Hakim 
Williams Jr. ’21 received All-Region 
recognition from the U.S. Track & Field 
and Cross Country Coaches Association 
(USTFCCCA). Earlier in the season, 
Tobias, Sandoval, Anahy Covarrubias 
’19, Miguel Redmond ’18, and Ruben 
Solorza ’18 were named to the USTFCCCA 
All-West Regional team. White and Piper 
Lowinger ’19 were named USTFCCCA 
All-Academic. Fourteen members of the 
Men’s and Women’s teams were named 
SCIAC All-Academic.
WOMEN’S WATER POLO 
Anastacia Gonzalez ’19 and Kendyl 
Riley ’18 were named to the Association 
of Collegiate Water Polo Coaches 
(ACWPC) All-American teams, second 
team and honorable mention respectively. 
Gonzalez and Lindsay Shoaff ’19 were 
named to the All-SCIAC teams, first team 
and second team respectively. Leimana 
Hassett ’18 was named to the SCIAC All-
Sportsmanship team. The team and 12 
individuals received All Academic honors 
from ACWPC. Eight players named SCIAC 
All-Academic.Ph
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Four distinguished Whittier 
College alumni and two 
outstanding teams were 
inducted into the Purple  
and Gold Hall of Fame  
during Whittier Weekend.  
The Class of 2018 inductees include Gerald 
Hester ’62, four-year baseball player and All-
SCIAC first team member; Paul Rowan ’83, 
NCAA All-American who captained his baseball 
team to All-SCIAC first team recognition his senior 
year; lacrosse player Brad Downey ’97, ranked 
number one in goals per game and number two 
in points per game in the NCAA single season 
record books; and Robin (Ishibashi) Jones 
’03, women’s basketball MVP and team captain 
with three consecutive years on the All-SCIAC first 
team. The 2003 men’s lacrosse team and the 1987 
women’s softball team also earned recognition. 
The lacrosse team—featuring USILA All-Americans 
Luke Gilbert ’03, Kelly Hall ’04, Brian 
Kelly ’03, Andrew Biers ’03, Aaron Jaffe ’05, 
Ryder Bateman ’04, and Larry Giglio ’03—
finished with a 10-1 record and earned Whittier’s 
second NCAA Division III National Championship 
berth. The softball team, the first female team to 
be inducted into the Hall of Fame, featured three 
individual Purple and Gold Hall of Famers: Julie 
(Curtis) Kline ’87, Kathy (Rodrigues) 
Garcielita ’87, and Janet Wheeler ’89. This 
team won the inaugural SCIAC Championship, 
posting a record of 26-11 overall and 11-1 in  
SCIAC play.
ATHLETICS 
poetsCAMPAIGN
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H A L L  O F  F A M E  2 0 1 8  
I N D U C T E E S
During Whittier Weekend, Poet Athletics offered a look into two new 
renovated areas that provide the men’s basketball and lacrosse teams 
with functional, yet flexible spaces in which to conduct team business and 
prepare for competition. The enhancements also instill a sense of pride 
and connection to the heritage of the two programs.
Current players and alumni were present for the unveiling of the new Dan Carvalho ’91 Basketball Team Room, 
complete with new lockers for each player, a mounted large-screen televisionfor game review and strategy sessions, 
and new benches with plenty of seating space. Carvalho, a former team member, was the lead donor for the project. 
Interim Director of Athletics and former men’s basketball coach Rock Carter ’89 and current men’s basketball coach 
Mark Jensen ’00 were also on-hand for the unveiling of the new space. 
In his remarks, Carter noted the importance of the room not only as a space to prepare for games, but as an essential 
study area on campus for the team. The space also includes a mural of Poet basketball players throughout the ages.  
 
LACROSSE LOCKER ROOM 
SNEAK PEEK
The men’s lacrosse team had a 
sneak peek of their new team 
room which is mid-way through 
completion. The new room also 
features new lockers, benches, 
a large-screen television, and 
large team decal that celebrates 
the program’s rich history. Coach 
Nicholas Marks welcomed 
alumni, parents, current players, 
and friends of the College as they came together to see a preview of what’s to come. Doug Locker ’79, former men’s 
lacrosse coach and founder of the program at Whittier, was also on campus to view the new space. 
This is a big year for men’s lacrosse, which saw the 2003 team and former player Brad Downey ’97 inducted into  
the Purple and Gold Hall of Fame. The team is hoping to capitalize on this moment to further its fundraising for the 
project. Learn more about the project at www.whittier.edu/laxlockers. An official unveiling will follow once the new 
room is complete. 
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POETS GET NEW TEAM ROOMS
Rock Carter ’89 was 
appointed interim 
director of athletics this 
past summer. He most 
recently held the position 
of senior associate 
director of athletics 
and has worked at the 
College since 1990.
Carter’s focus this year has 
been to build upon the notable 
work that has been achieved in 
athletics over the past decade. 
He is leading new initiatives 
focused on improving student 
success, enhancing academic 
performance of student-athletes, 
engaging with faculty, and 
increasing fundraising.
Carter led the Poet men’s 
basketball team as coach for 24 
successful seasons. He retired 
in 2017 to devote more time 
and energy to projects aimed at 
strengthening Poet athletics  
more broadly. 
Robert Coleman, who served 
as Executive Director of 
Athletics for 12 years, stepped 
down from his post at the end 
of July. A committee of faculty, 
staff, students, and alumni 
stakeholders has been formed 
to lead a national search for a 
permanent replacement.
CARTER APPOINTED 
INTERIM DIRECTOR
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“The little boat sailed through a cloudless blue sky. The wind was 
at his stern, the sun warmed his wooden flanks, and the earth 
was slipping by far below him. They were making good time.”
So begins Hero and Nim, Lauren Swintek’s ’20 award-winning short 
story about an adventurer and her flying boat. The captivating 
tale didn’t begin its life at the tip of Swintek’s pen, though. The 
characters debuted first as a painting: a large, eye-catching 
glimpse of the bold Nim and colorful, airborne Hero gliding 
through the deep blue sky. Soon, the companions’ journey will 
continue beyond their short story into yet another medium that’s 
enjoying a promising debut at Whittier College: animation.
BRINGING  
NEW WORLDS
TO LIFE
DIGITAL STORYTELLING
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Swintek, who’s designed her own film major through the Whittier Scholars 
Program, is turning Hero and Nims’ adventure into her senior project: an 
exploration of how storytelling adapts across mediums, using Nim and her flying 
boat as portfolio-building examples. The project will take her to challenging 
places—animation is new territory for her—on her way to a career in the 
entertainment industry.
But thanks to her growing talent, skill-building experiences at Whittier, and 
brand-new course offerings in animation, her journey is off to an amazing start.
STORIES
The process for Swintek began by learning how to be a good 
storyteller. 
Looking back to her first-year, she recalled listening to English professor Sean 
Morris speaking at New Student Convocation. “I’m going to start by telling you 
a story,” he said as he unveiled a common thread woven through many popular 
franchises from Star Wars to Harry Potter to Spider-Man. A young orphan living 
with an aunt and uncle discovers they’re extraordinary and, with the guidance of 
a wise old man, learns to use their special gift to save the world.
People have been telling themselves variations on that story, known as the 
monomyth, since antiquity; you can find the pattern in Beowulf and Greek 
mythology. Swintek is well-aware of its weaknesses; for one, it’s so broad that it 
encompasses anything from King Arthur to The Spongebob Squarepants Movie. 
But its strengths interest her, such as how a rigid structure forces storytellers to 
differentiate their narratives with inventive worlds and characters.
At Whittier, she’s discovering and examining the inner structures of stories.  
She’s also crafting her own worlds, and people are taking notice.
Swintek won the top prize in the English department’s annual prose contest two 
years in a row—as a first-year, then as a sophomore. On top of that, she won first 
place in the art department’s annual student art contest in her sophomore year, too. 
The first writing award, for her short story The Girl, The God, The Man, 
emboldened her to push herself further as a storyteller. She honed her talents 
and grew as a writer in courses and workshops, absorbing feedback and 
inspiration from her peers. By the time she was crafting her second award-
winner, Hero and Nim, she’d learned how to transport her readers into a world  
as tangible as it is magical.
The story is imbued with a Studio Ghibli-like quality, with its tranquility, blending 
of nature and magic, and a strong heroine. Its peaceful tone and moving imagery 
stick with you, and Hero and Nim has certainly stayed with Swintek. She’s ready 
for the adventure to continue.
“It’s all I think about every time I’m driving on the freeway,” Swintek said. When 
not driving, she’s filling her sketchbook with Nim and Hero, capturing their every 
emotion and angle. She pencils them motion by motion into the margins of her 
books, creating volumes of impromptu animation flip-books.
The question then became how to take Hero and Nim to their next, animated level.
ANIMATION
Before Whittier, Swintek had never made a film before, let alone an 
animated short.
 
After class one day, she approached Associate Professor of Art Daniel Jauregui 
with her idea for an animated project. He encouraged her and gave her the 
tutorial she needed to get started.
While she was fleshing out the story of Hero and Nim, her first foray into 
animation explored a different world.
With a mission in mind and a canvas at hand, Swintek sat down, turned on French 
composer Claude Debussy’s Nocturnes and La Mer, and pieced together the 
story of an astronaut who crash lands on a celestial tree. Bringing the story to life 
wasn’t easy: everything was a first.
“A lot of it was problem solving and doing work-arounds,” Swintek said.
Creatively, she combined her talents and course work in traditional art with 
digital tools. She began by drawing and painting the backgrounds, spaceships, 
and the various pieces of her astronaut from all different angles, creating an 
inventory of parts for her protagonist that looked like an unassembled puppet. 
She scanned everything into Adobe Photoshop, where she began the intensive 
process of putting the puzzle pieces together and setting them in motion, one 
layer and frame at a time.
With the editing tools of Adobe Premiere, she structured her story and pumped 
Debussy’s sweeping melodies into the fabric of her new, colorful universe. After 
weeks of hard work, Celestial Bodies was finished.
The short made its public debut on a May afternoon at the annual student art 
showcase. In the bustling foyer of the Wardman Gym, Celestial Bodies was 
a newcomer in a room full of wooden and metal sculptures, larger-than-life 
sketches, striking photographs, and vivid paintings (one of which was Swintek’s 
portrait of Hero and Nim). But it quickly made its presence known, as Debussy’s 
magical notes joined the buzz of the mingling crowd—who, soon, cheered and 
applauded Swintek’s award for best entry in the contest.
 
With Celestial Bodies, the showcase has seen the first—but certainly not the 
last—student-animated story.
Students like Swintek, who were excited for opportunities to start animating 
stories, have helped launch a new era for art at Whittier. Jauregui and his fellow 
BRINGING NEW WORLDS TO LIFE: DIGITAL STORYTELLING 
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art professors were hearing the growing demand for animation courses from 
students, so in 2017, the art and visual studies department introduced new 
digital animation courses.
A new wave of aspiring animators from Whittier comes at an opportune time in 
the field. Among streaming services’ many effects on the entertainment industry, 
they’ve heralded in a golden age for animation production. As the likes of Netflix 
and Amazon order a flood of original animated content for both children and 
adults, jobs in the industry are surging with no signs of letting up, according  
to Variety.
The new classes excite Jauregui as much as his students. The rich medium gives 
them a dynamic opportunity to explore visual storytelling, he said. The students 
are equipped with Wacom drawing tablets, as well, to give them the tools they 
need to sketch their stories onto digital canvases.
“What has impressed me the most is the students’ willingness to experiment 
and their ability to master digital skills so quickly,” Jauregui said. “Our students 
have a unique voice and I’m happy that they are using this medium to amplify it.”
FORCE FOR CHANGE
Like the projects coming out of the animation courses, Swintek’s 
Celestial Bodies is more than a beautiful showcase of the medium.  
It has something to say, too.
“What I like best about Lauren’s piece is how timely it is,” Juaregui said. “At a 
moment when we are contending with issues related to global warming and 
extinction, I found her exploration of outer space as a pertinent metaphor for 
our present-day dilemmas and anxieties related to the survival of the human 
race. The animation shows the power of the medium to address contemporary 
topics in a sophisticated and magical way.”
Swintek also wanted to up-end some viewers’ expectations about the kind of 
person who can lead a sci-fi story. When the astronaut takes off her helmet, 
the viewer learns she’s a woman of color. The choice was deliberate; Celestial 
Bodies was an opportunity to revisit the early days of sci-fi without inheriting 
its sexism, when there were “pretty exclusively white men going into space,” 
Swintek said.
Animated films could use more heroes like Swintek’s. Representation on the 
screen lags: from 2007 to 2017, only 27 percent of the characters in major 
animated movies were female, according to a report by the University of 
Southern California.
The gender-gap extends behind the camera (so to speak), as well; there’s a 
need for more animators like Swintek. Women make up only 20 percent of the 
animation industry’s workforce, and only 10 percent are producers or directors, 
according to an Animation Guild survey. Meanwhile, women make up 60 
percent of animation students, according to Women in Animation (WIA),  
a non-profit organization that advocates for women in the industry.
WIA’s goal is to achieve a 50/50 gender split in the next seven years. By then, 
Swintek hopes to count herself as part of that growing equality.
“I would love to work in film or TV, and ideally with animation,” she said. “I 
love visual and literary storytelling and hope to continue to work with both, 
perhaps as a screenwriter or author, as a storyboard artist, really just anything 
in production or development.”
BACK TO HERO AND NIM
Swintek’s  beloved characters have been waiting in the wings, but 
will soon come to life as she continues her studies in animation. 
“The little boat sailed through a cloudless blue sky. The wind was at his stern, 
the sun warmed his wooden flanks, and the earth was slipping by far below him. 
They were making good time.”
“ OUR STUDENTS HAVE A 
UNIQUE VOICE AND I’M 
HAPPY THAT THEY ARE 
USING THIS MEDIUM  
TO AMPLIFY IT.”
Associate Professor of Art 
Daniel Jauregui
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John Murdy’s living his dream  
and your nightmare.
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IT’S A BALMY LATE AUGUST NIGHT IN LOS ANGELES,  
BUT JOHN MURDY ’89 IS READY FOR THE BONE-
CHILLING SEASON THAT’S FAST APPROACHING.
A 10-hour flight from Ireland (where Murdy lives and works remotely for most 
of the year) would turn most travelers into lifeless zombies. But Murdy’s alive, 
filled with infectious zeal for the terrifying thrills he has in store at Universal 
Studios Hollywood’s Halloween Horror Nights. 
As creative director and executive producer, he helms the park’s annual 
transformation into a fog-filled frightfest of monsters and haunted mazes, and 
he’s ready to get to work.
Since Murdy revived the annual attraction in 2006, it’s grown into a hugely 
successful tradition. Every fall, thousands brave the terrifying haunts Murdy 
and his team spend the whole year designing. His unbridled love of horror 
is evident in every fan-pleasing detail of the mazes—as are the benefits of 
the interdisciplinary education he received at Whittier, where he majored in 
theatre. His courses in acting, set design, history, science, writing, and more 
all help him create the oozing, creaking, chilling worlds that immerse people 
in the middle of their favorite scary movies.
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HEEEERE’S JOHNNY! 
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IT’S ALIVE!
American horror movies were born at Universal Studios. 
Dracula, The Wolfman, The Mummy, all of the classics came from 
the Universal City backlot and, fatefully, into Murdy’s living room. 
Somehow, his mother let him watch Frankenstein when he was 
4 years old. When the movie ended, she found him in tears. She 
thought she’d traumatized him.
“But when she talked to me, she realized I wasn’t afraid of 
the movie,” he said. He was heartbroken for the monster, 
abused and rejected by the people around him. From there, 
Murdy discovered a love for the Universal classic monsters. It’s 
impossible to miss the enthusiasm in his voice as he mines their 
deeper meanings and marvels at their lasting, international 
fame.
Now he’s channeling that passion into the ever-growing Horror 
Nights. Before Murdy, the theme park tried Halloween events off 
and on, but nothing stuck around for long—which makes Horror 
Nights’ huge and lasting success under his tenure all the more 
pronounced. When Murdy got involved, he was running one 
attraction (arguably two, counting a pre-existing monster maze) 
for seven nights of the fall season. More than a decade later, it’s 
expanded to eight attractions across 31 nights, with no signs of 
slowing down. 
What Murdy understood, presciently, was the power of 
intellectual property. When he was tasked with carving out a 
successful business venture with both the park’s Halloween 
history and a crowded marketplace stacked against him, Murdy 
banked on mazes based on well-known films, like Nightmare on 
Elm Street and Friday the 13th, to put horror fans in the middle of 
their favorite movies.
“I looked at the landscape of L.A., and L.A. is the most 
competitive market in the world for this type of thing. What I 
didn’t see anybody doing was trying to go through the trouble 
of working with filmmakers and studios and taking well-known 
horror movies and horror television shows and turning them 
into what I call a ‘living horror movie,’” Murdy said. “In our 
world, I wanted the audience to walk through the screen and  
be living the horror movie, only the horror movie is coming  
for you.”
Murdy calls it “branded horror.” The strategy caught on in 
a flash just as, if not slightly before, movie and television 
producers started leaning much more heavily into the time-
tested strategy of adapting intellectual property. Building new 
entertainment on a familiar foundation is nothing new; speaking 
strictly of film, Shakespeare alone has been repeatedly adapted 
into movies for about a century, now. But adapting brands—
from books to comics to nostalgic classics to Legos, you name 
it—has become the dominating blueprint for studio movies 
(and increasingly, television) in the past several years. As The 
New York Times Magazine observed last year, “this trend toward 
I.P.-based movies has been profound. In 1996, of the top 20 
grossing films, nine were live-action movies based on wholly 
original screenplays. In 2016, just one of the top 20 grossing 
movies, La La Land, fit that bill.”
 
 
 
Murdy takes adaptation a step further: making the movies 
and TV shows real, tangible, and—importantly—downright 
terrifying.
 
THE FORMULA FOR FEAR
“There’s so many different ways to scare people,” Murdy said.
The well-rounded education he received at Whittier helps him 
do just that. He pulls from history and theatre to create the sets; 
from science to create the visual effects; from all of the writing 
he honed when drafting the meticulously detailed, 100-page 
treatments for each maze; and from his acting classes when 
he preps his actors and records voice-over for the mazes. 
There’s a solid dose of psychology in the business, too, such 
as understanding how to prey on people’s innate fear of the 
unknown.
Whittier’s theatre program and small class sizes attracted 
Murdy to the College, and looking back, he realizes how its 
interconnected approach to academics helps his career. When 
he talks to students about the industry, he writes down every 
subject they’re learning on the whiteboard and points out how 
every one of them relates to his job.
Shortly after he graduated, he put his acting techniques to work 
as a tour guide at Universal Studios. He worked his way up and 
joined the park’s creative department—where even his geology 
course came in handy, when he was tasked with an IMAX 
experience about The Grand Canyon.
Along the way, Whittier faculty continued to support him.  
When Murdy joined plays outside of his work at Universal, 
professors would brave L.A. traffic in the middle of the work 
week to see him.
No matter where he found himself, Murdy poured himself into 
his work; and now, with Horror Nights, he has an immense 
amount of it to do. He likens creating the mazes to producing 
eight different movies at the same time. He and his creative 
partner, art director Chris Williams, spend thousands of hours 
designing every haunted attraction, from nailing down concepts 
to mapping out detailed blueprints, to overseeing the intensive 
construction and dozens upon dozens of actors—all in a matter 
of months. The dark side so fills his waking hours, Murdy forces 
himself to take his mind off evil machinations by watching 
Downton Abbey or listening to Hugh Jackman belt a soul-stirring 
song from The Greatest Showman soundtrack.
Then, once all is said and done, the whirlwind starts all over 
again for next year. If Frankenstein is the modern Prometheus, 
Murdy is the modern Sisyphus.
“It’s like there’s a massive boulder that’s standing at your feet 
before a giant hill, and the object is to get the boulder to the top 
of the hill,” Murdy said. “Chris and I are always saying to each 
other, ‘Are we winning? Are we winning?’ Because if we get 
the boulder an inch or two up the hill every day, it’s progress 
towards getting to the ultimate achievement. If we ever stopped 
at any point in that process and actually thought about it, it would 
I looked at the 
landscape of L.A., 
and L.A. is the 
most competitive 
market in the 
world for this type 
of thing. What I 
didn’t see anybody 
doing was trying 
to go through the 
trouble of working 
with filmmakers 
and studios and 
taking well-known 
horror movies and 
horror television 
shows and turning 
them what I call 
a ‘living horror 
movie.’
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drive you insane. You would freak out and have a panic attack, ‘cause you’re 
like, how can I do all of this?”
But it’s worth it. The results have been so impressive, and their appeal so 
popular, that huge names in movies, television, and music have collaborated 
with Murdy on the projects, such as when Guillermo del Toro helped develop 
a maze based on his eerie, gothic romance, Crimson Peak.
“When I took him through and we got to some of those scenes that were his 
ideas, he just looked at me like a kid in a candy store,” Murdy said. “He just 
came saying, ‘John, it works! It works! It works!’ And he was laughing. He was 
just overjoyed.”
Murdy’s been known to walk the mazes with fans to see their fear in action, 
or sit just outside the exit and watch them run out, screaming. (The exit is 
actually a great time to scare people because, as Murdy points out, they’ve let 
their guard down. They planted an extra five scares after fans thought they’d 
escaped an Insidious maze.)
He’s frightened fans and the famous alike. After they installed The Walking 
Dead attraction, Murdy watched on the monitors as stars from the show got 
scared within the realization of their zombie universe.
Murdy isn’t immune, either. The performers seem to have a radar for when 
he’s nearby and pride themselves in getting him to jump. Murdy counts 
himself extremely lucky to be surrounded by such talented people. Without 
their skill and marathon-like dedication to scaring people every 10 seconds 
(about how long it takes to walk through a maze room), all of Murdy and 
Williams’ hard work is just set dressing.
FACING HIS FEARS
Want to scare a master of terror? Give him what he wants.
Murdy chased rights to The Exorcist—to him, the scariest movie ever made—
for 10 years. But when he finally got the green light, he was terrified. He 
suddenly realized that for all its legendarily frights, for all its spine-tingling, 
bone-chilling reputation, the movie is about a girl who won’t get out of bed. 
How do you turn that into a maze?
The answer lay in his childhood. There’s an infamously disturbing trailer for 
the movie, known as the “banned trailer,” that flashed inverse images of the 
possessed girl across the screen. Audiences were so terrified that the promo 
was pulled from television airwaves. But not before it traumatized young 
Murdy.
That terror was the lightbulb Murdy needed. He realized that he could draw 
inspiration from the tone and aesthetics of the banned trailer to create an 
original netherworld that could serve as connective tissue between different 
versions of the girl’s bedroom, each one showcasing a different moment  
of terror.
The fright of figuring out The Exorcist maze snuck up on him, like a 
jump scare. But this year, Murdy faced a fear that’s been looming in 
the background of Horror Nights since he revived it: finally making a 
maze about the Universal classic monsters. 
The hurdle is that Lon Chaney’s Wolfman or Bela Lugosi’s Dracula aren’t 
that scary anymore. They were in the ’30s and ’40s, but modern audiences 
have seen worse. Another hurdle was that those ghoulish godfathers are 
so dear to Murdy, ever since he shed a tear for Frankenstein’s monster in 
his living room. They were so important to him that he doubted whether he 
could translate them to a Horror Nights environment and do them justice.
HOUSES OF HORROR. 
The cult classic Trick ‘r Treat 
(intro spread and above) came 
to life at Universal Studios this 
fall. Fans also explored the 
Upside Down in the Stranger 
Things maze (right).
It was November 2017, after closing the bedrooms of The 
Exorcist and locking the doors to The Shining’s Overlook Hotel, 
that he finally decided to face his fear and bring his beloved 
beasts to the next Horror Nights.
With the clock ticking to the next season of scares, he found the 
solution by getting to the heart of their darkness. What made 
these characters scary to begin with?
Take Frankenstein, for example: “It’s about a guy who digs up 
bodies, takes them and re-assembles them—corpses—and 
jolts them to life with electricity,” Murdy said. That’s a horrifying 
idea. He knew that if he could dig, too, into the core horror of the 
character and stay true to that, he and fellow fans of the classics 
could be proud of the final, modernized product.
His passion for the monsters, and the dedicated craft of his 
team, was on full display in the Universal Monsters maze. The 
twisting tunnel’s disturbing displays and surprise scares sent 
willing victims screaming, without abandoning the classics’ 
deeper darkness, like the unhinged, lurking malevolence of the 
Phantom of the Opera and the remorse-fueled trauma of Bride of 
Frankenstein.
All along the path, from the candle-lit entryways to the elaborate 
sets, added touches and knowing nods are evidence of not only 
Murdy’s fandom for the monsters, but also a key to why these 
mazes work so well: strong attention to detail.
STRANGER THINGS
Murdy is the worst person to watch a horror movie with. He will 
spend eight hours on one film as he constantly pauses the action 
to take notes. But it’s that meticulous eye for every unsettling 
detail that makes Horror Nights’ mazes so immediately 
immersive.
When people walked into the Overlook Hotel, they were 
immediately greeted by an instantly recognizable and iconic 
sight: a door with “redrum” (murder, backwards) scrawled 
across it in red lipstick. Murdy leverages such imagery to 
quickly pull people into the world of the maze.
Some movies and TV series are easier to translate than others, 
and Netflix’s Stranger Things presented a challenge. For one, 
it’s not a traditional example of horror, with sci-fi, Stand By Me, 
and a heavy helping of ’80s Spielberg in its DNA. Plus, as of its 
first season (the maze’s focus), there’s only one monster: the 
Demogorgon.
On top of that, the show’s fiend-infested netherworld, the Upside 
Down, is strongly characterized by its computer-generated 
spores. An effect like that isn’t easy to believably recreate in the 
real world of Murdy’s maze. They tried a snow machine, but it 
wasn’t cutting it. They tried a combination of projections and 
haze; that wasn’t working, either.
The pressure to get the Upside Down right was on: the 
environment is iconic to Stranger Things and crucial to the 
maze’s success, and the popular show anchored a lot of the 
marketing around this year’s Horror Nights. They had to deliver, 
and Murdy welcomed the challenge.
“To get to work with properties that are challenges is kind of the 
ultimate experience,” he said.
Ultimately, the special effects team figured it out: a combination 
of fiber-optic lights, cotton, fans, and digital projections. As soon 
as fans stepped into the maze, they were in the middle of a 
realistic rendition of the Demogorgon’s netherworld.
At the exit of those immersive nightmares, fans might sometimes 
catch a glimpse of Murdy standing off to the side and taking in 
their reactions to the darkness he’s spent all year crafting. But 
even as he enjoys seeing their shock at a final and unexpected 
Demogorgon attack or the release of all their rising tension 
surviving the onslaught of The Purge—next year’s Horror Nights 
is already looming in the shadows. By November, the mazes and 
monsters fade away from Universal Studios, but for Murdy, the 
horror show never ends.
THE FUTURE  
OF HORROR
Back in Whittier, where Murdy still has a house, there’s a room 
filled with memorabilia of his cherished Universal monsters. He 
calls it the Monster Room: an inspiring space to brainstorm new 
realizations of people’s worst nightmares.
The classics will likely always have his heart, but he knows 
that if horror is a monster, it’s a shape-shifter. As the genre 
continuously morphs to its era, Murdy’s creations change with it, 
and he welcomes the opportunities to adapt.
“I think the worst thing you can do is stand still and just be 
complacent,” he said. “You always have to be looking for what’s 
around the corner, what’s coming next, and you have to take 
chances.”
From his vantage point, horror is still figuring out its next 
transformation. If nothing else, the stories are getting longer, as 
more shows invade television in the gorey wake of The Walking 
Dead’s massive success. Streaming platforms like Netflix and 
Hulu, too, are producing an increasing amount of original 
content, from Stranger Things to Castle Rock.
There are definitely movies and series he’d love to turn into 
mazes. No, he won’t say which; but dark ideas are already 
churning for next Halloween. As Murdy puts it, “it’s a never-
ending cycle of horror.” 
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I think the worst 
thing you can do is 
stand still and just 
be complacent. You 
always have to be 
looking for what’s 
around the corner, 
what’s coming next, 
and you have to 
take chances.
S O R T I N G  F A C T  F R O M  F I C T I O N  I N  T H E  
CYBER  
WORLD
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IN SPRING 2017, BRANDON VALERIANO ’99, 
THE DONALD BREN CHAIR OF ARMED  
POLITICS AT THE MARINE CORPS  
UNIVERSITY, FOUND HIMSELF GIVING 
TESTIMONY ABOUT CYBERTHREATS  
FACING THE NATION BEFORE THE U.S.  
SENATE COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND  
SECURITY AND GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS.  
HE DID SO WITH AN OPEN-NECKED SHIRT. 
GRINNING, VALERIANO ADMITS  
THAT HE DOESN’T “DO TIES.”
In this way and others,  
Valeriano is a bit of a contrarian.
According to the cyber and 
international conflict expert, the threat 
and potential promise of cyberwarfare 
among nation states has been greatly 
exaggerated, despite popular opinion. 
He adds that the widespread panic 
surrounding U.S. cybersecurity is  
more based in fear than fact.
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SORTING FACT FROM FICTION IN THE CYBER WORLD 
“ Maybe I’ll 
give a little 
bit of opinion 
at the end, 
but really 
it’s based on 
something 
concrete. 
That’s kind of 
how I’ve built 
my career.”
FACTS ARE WHAT  
VALERIANO DEALS IN.  
 
“I do everything with evidence and data, so I don’t really 
operate in opinion,” said Valeriano. “Maybe I’ll give a little 
bit of opinion at the end, but really it’s based on something 
concrete. That’s kind of how I’ve built my career.”
With a background in data-based research, and an 
interest in international affairs, warfare, and technology, 
Valeriano has fashioned an expertise on cyber matters. In 
fact, he was one of the early academics in the area. 
In addition to teaching at the Marine Corps University, 
Valeriano is a senior fellow with the Atlantic Council, a U.S.-
based think tank in the field of international affairs. With his 
in-depth knowledge of global politics and cybersecurity, 
Valeriano has authored five books and numerous articles 
on conflict. He’s frequently interviewed by media outlets 
and has made notable appearances on BBC Radio and 
MSNBC’s Up with Chris Hayes. He also lends his expertise 
by speaking at various conferences and panels. 
 After completing a double major in political science and 
history at Whittier, he went on to obtain an M.A. and Ph.D. 
in political science from Vanderbilt University. 
When it comes to the topic of cyberwarfare Valeriano 
accepts that security breaches in the virtual world are the 
new norm. He argues, however, that based on empirical 
evidence and a holistic view of cyber challenges, there is 
little evidence that cyberwar is a serious threat. Valeriano 
explains that if one examines the trends of these incidents 
and the parts and processes that lead to cyberconflict, it 
becomes clear that these challenges are rarely a force of 
powerful political warfare. In fact, he says, cyber incidents 
are rare, with low severity and few to no major long-term 
effects.
Cyberthreats are neither new, nor revolutionary, he 
ascertains. Rather, they are a continuation of international 
rivalries and grievances that are now also fought in 
cyberspace. 
Valeriano gives an example of arguably the most 
prominent cyberthreat actor today, Russia. While it has 
become clear that Russia is willing to utilize information 
warfare to gain influence, their cyberattacks are often low-
threat and low-tech—signaling that this government has 
few capabilities to challenge the U.S. in this arena. 
Some experts are also looking for ways that virtual 
technology can deliver a strategic military advantage on  
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matters of international affairs. Again, Valeriano questions 
just how much impact cyber operations can have.
In his latest book, Cyber Strategy, Valeriano and his co-
authors examine the “emerging art of cyber strategy” and 
its integration to larger approaches to coercion among 
rival nations. The authors note that when cyber operations 
do produce concessions between rival states, they tend to 
be part of a larger integrated strategy 
that combines network intrusions with 
traditional tactics such as military action, 
economic sanctions, and diplomacy. 
Valeriano also stresses the need to 
fully understand the technology behind 
all of this—with all its promise and 
vulnerabilities—to deal with authentic 
threats to national security and 
democracy. When speaking before the 
Senate Committee as well as Britain’s 
parliamentary Joint Committee on 
National Security Strategy, this is the 
message he has tried to impart. 
“That’s really the challenge,” he adds.  
“I think we operate in this kind of 
mythical environment in cybersecurity. 
We prognosticate a lot, we make up a lot because we don’t 
understand it, and then we overreact. I think the reality is, 
we need to think about how we defend ourselves, how we 
better define enemy targets, how we communicate better 
to prepare for the threat and not think about going on the 
offense and destroying and breaking things.”
Moreover, the division between government and the 
public is not as clearly defined as it was in the past. This 
is evident with the issues that have emerged surrounding 
the use of personal email accounts by government 
officials and the manipulation of social media by  
foreign governments. 
“Facebook began as a mode of communication. Then it 
was a mode of advertising, but we didn’t really think about 
it as a threat vector for the American democratic system. 
So, if you don’t think about the implications of technology 
and how it may change how you behave, then it may 
become a problem.”
Valeriano adds, “I think the real danger that we saw with 
the 2016 election was the spread of disinformation and  
that we’ve kind of constructed this idea that we’re in a 
post-truth society, and we’re not necessarily valuing  
objective facts.”  
“We need to build better infrastructure. We need to have 
better communication between the government and 
society, but also between business and government, and 
international organization of the government, and we’re 
just not doing that.”
HOW IT ALL BEGAN 
Before he became an expert in the cyberrealm, Valeriano 
was a kid who liked to play with computers, question the 
world around him, and figure things out.  
“I went to Catholic school and I wasn’t academically 
challenged, so the way the school dealt with me is to put 
me in a room with a computer. By the time I 
was 13 or 14 I was breaking down and putting 
computers back together, and selling them, 
Then I got into the early bulletin boards and 
early software piracy sort of stuff,” Valeriano 
recounts. 
At Whittier College, Valeriano found the right 
mix of academic rigor, mentors to challenge 
him, and community that would help him 
flourish from a smart kid to an accomplished 
academic. 
“I was mentored very well here by Professors 
Fred Bergerson and Mike McBride,” said 
Valeriano, who has thanked Bergerson in 
every one of his books and visits his mentor 
regularly. 
“Whittier taught me to be independent and question 
everything. I think you really have to trust yourself and 
trust your own instincts, and that’s kind of how I’ve ended 
up with the career I have.”
It was also his “band of brothers” at Whittier, the Franklins, 
that taught Valeriano “that one is often capable of more 
than they ever think possible.”
He stays connected to his society, supporting actives when 
possible and looks forward to celebrating the centennial 
anniversary of Whittier’s oldest society in 2021.
The personal connections that were available to him at 
Whittier made a huge impact in Valeriano’s career. As a 
way of paying that forward he takes this approach with 
his own students—in particular as a Latino professor—by 
going out of his way to guide and mentor students of color 
and women. And he likes to make himself accessible to 
all his students—whether that means working with them 
outside of class or talking about pop culture and video 
games. 
“You can’t teach and engage your students if you don’t 
understand them.” He adds, “I still need to spend two 
weeks playing Fortnite. It’s on my agenda at some point.”
“I went to 
Catholic school 
and I wasn’t 
academically 
challenged, 
so the way the 
school dealt with 
me is to put me 
in a room with a 
computer. By the 
time I was 13 or 
14 I was breaking 
down and putting 
computers back 
together, and 
selling them. 
Then I got into 
the early bulletin 
boards and early 
software piracy 
sort of stuff.”
SORTING FACT FROM FICTION IN THE CYBER WORLD  
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NEXT STEPS   
As a self-described cynic, Valeriano is continually looking 
to investigate those things that bother him and to find 
answers for himself. 
“I think it kind of comes with my Latino background,” 
explains Valeriano. “Growing up in L.A. and being a bit 
skeptical about what I’ve been told my entire life. You 
know, a lot of what I believe, a lot of what I think, is based 
on, ‘I’m not really sure that’s right. Let me go look at it 
myself.’”
As a natural evolution of his personality, interests, and 
background, he hopes to delve deeper into possible uses 
of technology by governments to repress their citizens. 
“My biggest concern, in terms of cybersecurity, is not 
what governments will do to governments, but what 
foreign governments will do to their people,” he said. 
“As you build up these tools and weapons, and you find 
that you’re not going to fight the mythical cyberwar, 
you then may be tempted to use them against domestic 
opposition. So to me, that’s the real fear. That’s why I 
eventually want my career to cap in cybersecurity on what 
we call cyber repression in civil society, but we’re looking 
for financial support to do this major project, because it 
will require a lot of facts and data.” 
“ WHITTIER TAUGHT ME TO BE 
INDEPENDENT AND QUESTION 
EVERYTHING. I THINK YOU 
REALLY HAVE TO TRUST 
YOURSELF AND TRUST YOUR 
OWN INSTINCTS, AND THAT’S 
KIND OF HOW I’VE ENDED UP 
WITH THE CAREER I HAVE.”
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These honor rolls gratefully 
recognize donors to Whittier 
College who made gifts in the  
2017-2018 fiscal year (July 1, 2017, 
to June 30, 2018).  
 
Since 1923, members of the John 
Greenleaf Whittier Society (JGWS) 
have been setting the standard for 
annual charitable contributions. 
Much like the College’s namesake 
who worked for the betterment 
of others, JGWS members help 
Whittier focus on its educational 
mission by making gifts of $3,000 
and above. We proudly recognize 
their generous leadership support.
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Robert C. ’65 and Judith (Gates) Yeager ’64 FF
Timothy M. Younger ’87 and Zelia de Sousa FF
Anonymous (8) 
PROUD POET PARENTS 
GIFTS OF $1,000 TO $2,999 FROM 
PARENTS OF CURRENT AND PAST 
WHITTIER COLLEGE STUDENTS
Patrick K. and Adriana C. Bailleul FF
Bruce and Nannette Bassett
Michael A. and Jennifer (Nestegard)  
      Blazey ’86 FF
Aaron B. and Alice F. Bonto
Fred E. and Diane M. Bowden FF
Steven L. ’79 and Carol Brandon FF
Gregory P. and Catherine C. Choy
James R. and April M. Craig
Craig W. and Kelley J. Dobbs FF
Manuel Fahndrich and Barbara Bachmann FF
Betty Feinberg FF
Damon K. and Geraldyn P. Gombio
Stephen J. and Darlene S. Hemington FF
Robert P. and Karen A. Hillman FF
Jay E. Holguin ’85 FF
Lee and Catherine Kissel FF
Larry and Jacque Knupp FF
Stanley J. Kramer
Jeffrey and Christine Lepley
Edwin F. Lowry and Susan P. Underwood FF
James M. and Elizabeth D. Lynch FF
Ragan J. McCrary
John K. Mukai and Kathleen M. O’Grady FF
Carl and Barbara Murillo
Gregory and Linda Nakamura FF
Jonathan M. Ocker
Ernie Z. Park, Esq. FF
James J. and Erin K. Pettit
John O. and Evelyn G. Pohlmann FF
Rudolph A. Bedford and Jennifer Russell
Rick L. and Patricia A. Schraeder FF
John and Betty Seinfeld
Jeffrey D. and Paula A. Sexton
Brenda M. Shockley
Jesse L. Stackhouse and Karlin M. Porter
John K. Sudick and Komal P. Grover-Sudick FF
William J. and Karla J. Thiele FF
Mark T. and Wanda S. Tsumaki FF
Mark G. and Monica Tuerffs
Janet L. Wiesen FF
James and Gamble Yeung FF
Bin Zhang and Shao Hong Lin
Green FF Faithful Friend 2-9 years
Purple FF Faithful Friend 10-24 years
Orange FF Faithful Friend 25+ years
*  Deceased 
Faithful Friends are donors who make a gift  
of any amount to any designation in consecutive  
fiscal years (July 1 to June 30).
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Giving people a voice 
is what matters to Karen 
Pearson Shepard ’67. 
Whether it’s by helping 
a disadvantaged teen 
gain access to a college 
education, teaching 
Latina mothers how 
to advocate for their 
children, or dealing with 
youth homelessness, 
she is passionate about 
empowering members  
of her community. 
“I like people with voices,” said Shepard. “And 
at times in life you lose your voice, but when you 
gain it back, it’s so powerful.” 
After a 15-year career in social work, Shepard 
transitioned into the role of philanthropist and 
advocate, becoming involved in efforts with a 
community-wide impact, such as helping raise 
money for a hospice unit at PIH Health. 
A native of Whittier, Shepard will readily admit 
that her heart and dedication are focused on  
her hometown. 
It was through this work that she became 
acquainted with Professor Joyce Kaufman, 
the director of Whittier College’s Center 
for Engagement with Communities (CEC). 
The CEC (which grew from the College and 
Community program) coordinates service 
learning programs on and off campus, and 
partners with organizations throughout the city 
of Whittier and beyond. 
Over the years, Shepard has become one 
of the CEC’s biggest fans. Through the BCM 
Foundation, an organization that she and her 
husband, Jim Shepard, manage, they have 
provided significant financial support for the 
CEC’s work—allowing the Center to expand  
its reach. 
Via the CEC, Whittier students provide nearly 
150,000 hours of community service and work 
with more than 175 students in grades K through 
12 each academic year. Some key partners 
include the Boys & Girls Club of Whittier, 
Whittier High School, El Rancho High School, 
PIH Health, Uptown YMCA, Lydia Jackson 
Elementary, First Day Whittier, and the Whittier 
Public Library, among others. Due to the good 
work of the CEC, the College has received 
a Carnegie Classification for Community 
Engagement, an honor achieved by only seven 
percent of the nation’s colleges and universities.
While the Center coordinates dozens of 
projects, its flagship programs involve reaching 
out to underserved high school students—a 
mentorship program, a program for girls in 
science, and workshops on social justice and 
human rights. According to Kaufman, these 
efforts are geared toward introducing students  
to higher education.  
 
The CEC also partners with the Ruth B. 
Shannon Center for the Performing arts to offer 
cultural programming to schools and the local 
community.
Another long-standing CEC program—one that 
Shepard is particularly proud of—is the Fifth 
Dimension, a collection of outreach programs 
for children between the ages of six and 12 
that is managed by a group of Whittier College 
students. Through a partnership with the Boys 
and Girls Club, the children involved receive 
mentoring, homework help, and exposure to 
higher education. 
“There are kids that would have never, ever 
considered going to college—giving them a 
voice and motivating them to go to college, that, 
to me, is so important,” added Shepard. 
Beyond programming, another goal of 
the CEC is to bring together the various 
community organizations in the area to work 
in collaboration. Throughout the year, the CEC 
hosts BCM partner workshops to help educate 
the wider Whittier community on various topics. 
Most recently, the Center held the Invisible 
Homelessness Workshop, which focused on 
homeless students from kindergarten through 
college age. Participants formed a working 
group with the idea to provide resources and 
reduce the gap for these students. Tackling 
issues like this is what keeps Shepard motivated 
to continue to give back to her community. 
“Karen is all about collaboration and 
partnerships, and finding ways to bring 
people together to pursue a common good,” 
said Kaufman. “The funding through the BCM 
Foundation has enabled the CEC to build on 
those collaborations and to find ways to extend 
them. We could not do all we do without that 
funding, which is, in part, due to the vision that 
Jim and Karen have for our community and all it 
could and should be.”
SERVICE AS  
A WAY OF LIFE
“ THERE ARE KIDS THAT 
WOULD HAVE NEVER, EVER 
CONSIDERED GOING TO 
COLLEGE—GIVING THEM A 
VOICE AND MOTIVATING THEM 
TO GO TO COLLEGE, THAT,  
TO ME, IS SO IMPORTANT.”
Karen Pearson Shepard ’67
Professor Joyce Kaufman and Karen Pearson Shepard ’67
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Since her appointment, President Linda Oubré has been on a listening tour—meeting with hundreds of students, faculty, 
staff, alumni, parents, and friends of the 
College on campus and around the 
world to hear about their hopes and 
aspirations for Whittier. 
When meeting new Poets, she asks the same 
question, “If I had a magic wand and could do 
anything, what would they like to see?” 
Oubré adds, “The point is to forget practical constraints for just a minute and be aspirational. 
I would love for everyone at Whittier to think in aspirational ways. Then we can take on the 
challenge together of putting those aspirations within reach.”
In addition to meeting with Poets on campus and in the greater Los Angeles area, Oubré 
has attended Whittier gatherings in the San Francisco Bay Area, Portland, Seattle, Denver, 
Washington D.C., New York, Chicago, Hong Kong, and Gifu and Tokyo, Japan. She plans on 
visiting more locations in the spring. 
President Oubré Launches Listening Tour
JAN LOPEZ WOOD 
ENDOWED FELLOWSHIP 
AWARDED 
 
Spanish and studio art double major Priscila 
Jimenez ’19 is the inaugural recipient of the Jan 
Lopez Wood Endowed Fellowship in Studio 
Arts. The fellowship provides Jimenez with a 
$2,000 award that allows her to devote time 
and energy toward creating an advanced 
senior art exhibit. Part of the funds will be 
used to purchase needed art supplies such as 
canvases, paint brushes, wood, and oil paints. 
Jimenez, who grew up in Napa, Calif., was born  
in Mexico and moved to the United States 
when she was seven years old. Her art project 
will examine stereotypes faced by the Latinx 
community in Los Angeles and will incorporate 
influences such as graffiti art, the Chicano 
movement, and hip hop music.  
 
 “I will be working through collage images and 
then using oil paints to create pieces that focus 
on the hardships of living in Los Angeles and 
being Latino,” said Jimenez. “My paintings will 
express intimate and present moments, with 
character that look straight into the viewer’s 
gaze. I want to make it so that both the subject 
and viewer are present, it is designed to  
be interactive.” 
 
Whittier College Trustee emeritus and Poet 
Laureate Donald E. “Bill” Wood L.H.D. ’98 
established the Jan Lopez Wood Endowed 
Fellowship in Studio Arts in honor of his wife 
Jan. Jimenez had the opportunity to meet the 
Woods earlier this year and said she was 
grateful for their support. She was also pleased 
to learn that Jan Woods shares her enthusiasm 
for oils and is an avid painter. 
 
After completing her senior project, Jimenez 
hopes to continue developing her skills in the 
art world, applying for internships with local 
art agencies. In particular, she hopes to work 
with low-income youth sharing her love for art.
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WHITTIER WEEKEND 2018 
poetNATION
WHITTIER 
WEEKEND 
2018
With an array of activities, reunions, mixers, 
presentations, and other special events taking place, 
the campus was vibrant with Poet pride during this 
year’s Whittier Weekend festivities. 
Celebrating her first Whittier Homecoming, President 
Linda Oubré was on hand to meet with Poet alumni 
and family members, celebrate milestones, and 
cheer on the Purple and Gold. 
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TO VIEW MORE PHOTOS FROM WHITTIER WEEKEND, 
VISIT WHITTIER.EDU/MOREROCK.
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Poet spirit was palpable on campus during Whittier Weekend 2018.  
This year’s homecoming celebration hosted nine official class reunions, as well as  
gatherings for Copenhagen, Choir, and Whittier Scholars Program alumni. 
REUNITED  
AND IT FEELS SO GOOD…
CLASS REUNION
TO VIEW MORE PHOTOS AND A 
RETROSPECTIVE VIDEO FROM 
WHITTIER WEEKEND, VISIT 
WHITTIER.EDU/MOREROCK.
CLASS OF 1968
PAGE 43 / WHITTIER.EDU
1940s
1941
▲ Grace (Mills) Koopmans, 98, was awarded an 
honorary degree by Pierce College in Lakewood, 
Wash. during the 2018 Commencement ceremony. 
In 1969, Koopmans founded the Early Childhood 
Education/Parent Education program at Pierce 
and was the director until she retired in 1985. Her 
honorary degree is in recognition of the lasting 
quality of the program. 
1949
Helen (Tipton) Sills was on campus for the Choir 
reunion in October. She is fully retired and is a 
member of the Oregon Genealogical Society.
1950s 
1953
Rolf Tvedt has just written a murder mystery,  
5 People Get Bumped Off, and is now looking  
for a publisher. 
1956
Allene Circle, Sally Coburn, Nancy Heldrich, Ann 
Miller, Jackie Powers, and Nancy Wedberg (maiden 
names) are all doing fine and keep in touch via 
e-mail round robin.  They all came to Homecoming 
a couple years ago and had a Palmer sleep over at 
a local hotel. It was a great time and hope to do it 
again in the future.  
1958
Professor emeritus Max Fields has been retired 
from Imperial Valley College since 1994. The 
former Poet football player and Purple and Gold 
Hall of Famer has fond memories of playing for 
coaches George Allen, Don Coryer, and John 
Godfrey 
After traveling across the U.S. and Europe, retired 
educator Ann Pierce now enjoys spending much of 
her time with her children and grandchildren. 
Former high school and college educator Robert 
Roemmele enjoys fishing at Mammoth Lakes, 
cruise trips, and European river boat tours. 
Katherine (Reedall) Roemmele is most proud  
of their daughter, Kathy, who is a successful  
teacher and coach. 
1959
Retired clergy member Gene Boutilier continues 
to advocate for the rights of the poor, immigrants, 
homeless, hungry, and for interfaith relations. His 
first wife, Launa (Milligan) Boutilier, passed away. 
He has since remarried to Barbara Troxell. He has 
four children, six grandchildren, and two great 
grandchildren.
1960s 
 
1962
Bruce Huddleston has traversed the globe with his 
jazz band, with whom he has been playing piano 
for 42 years. 
1963
Robert Burchit is battling Multiple Myeloma and 
is on disability leave from his job as senior vice 
president of Matsen Insurance Brokers. He is 
very involved in church and with Redwood Teen 
Challenge, a faith-based organization that helps 
break the bonds of drug and alcohol addiction. He 
is still involved in music, singing and playing piano 
in church from time to time. 
Heatherly Conway spent four years working with 
the Menominee Native American tribe. In her free 
time, Conway enjoys writing for publication.
Retired educator Rod Holtan loves golfing, boating, 
fishing, and traveling. He’s visited all seven 
continents and made 20 trips to Washington D.C. 
with his 8th grade students. He met his first wife, 
Ruth (Gillette) Holtan ’64, on campus. After her 
passing, he remarried to Kathy Holtan. 
After a 25-year career in education, Dana Guevara 
Pelfrey moved to Louisville, Ky. and pursued a 
career in retail as a personal shopper. Among her 
favorite trips have been traveling to China to teach 
Chinese educators methods of English instruction 
and going on the Orient Express and seeing 
France. 
Wyatt Reader has fond memories of the Poet 
baseball team and participating in journalism  
at Whittier.  
Alan Sroufe was a professor of developmental 
psychology at the University of Minnesota for 
42 years. His major research was a longitudinal 
study of 200 children from birth to adulthood, an 
unprecedented study that led to books and articles 
tracing how individual personality is formed. He 
returned to Whittier in 2011 to talk about his work 
with great pleasure. 
Guy Talbott goes to Hawaii every year.
1964
The Class of ‘64 reunion committee is looking 
ahead with preparations for our 55th reunion in 
2019.  Any members of our class who would like 
to help with ideas and activities for this milestone 
are encouraged to contact Kathy (Kingsbury) 
Dobrzycki at Ldobrzycki@aol.com to help.  We’re 
looking forward to another wonderful reunion and 
to seeing many of you.
▲ Craig and Susan Susan (Perry) Elliott are 
celebrating their 15th year of retirement and 
54th year of marriage. Pictured here on the lake 
in front their cabin. “Not bad for a pair of 75-
year olds.” They enjoy spending the summers at 
the cabin, traveling, and spending time with our 
children and grandchildren.
Virginia “Pinny” 
(Brakeley) Bugaeff, 
who spent over 40 
years working as a 
psychological therapist, 
has just published 
her memoir, Tell Me 
About It: Memoir of a 
Psychotherapist. In 2013, 
she won the Connecticut 
Authors and Publishers 
Writing Contest with 
a story based on her 
experiences working 
with female offenders. 
John Crow, an associate 
professor of biological 
sciences at Rutgers 
University, recently 
received recognition 
from the university 
president for his years 
of service. He and his 
wife, Claudette, have 
two teenage daughters. 
POET NATION 
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His 16-year-old attends boarding school and his 
14-year-old is the 2016 World Ballet Competition 
overall Gold Medalist. “She is headed straight to 
a career in classical ballet.” Crow’s construction 
company is enjoying the post-election business 
building boom and managing the largest 
expansion of shipping container facilities in Port 
Newark that is part of the Port of New York and 
New Jersey.  
1966
Retired since 1993, Mary (Ross) Swanson and 
husband, Wayne, live in the countryside of 
Willamette Valley, Ore. surrounded by fir trees. 
Swanson works part-time as a resort activities 
director, while her husband volunteers at air 
museums. In the winter, the pair often finds 
themselves back in California, RV snowbirding in 
the Coachella Valley.
1967
The class reunion committee is proud to report 
that the Class of ‘67 raised over $100,000 —
an incredible accomplishment—toward an 
endowed scholarship. Thank you to all of those 
who contributed in such an impactful way. We 
encourage you to keep in touch via class notes. 
Send your notes directly to therock@whittier.edu. 
1968
▲  Maribeth (Shepherd) Arehart and Cathy Jette painted the 
Rock in honor of their 50th reunion. 
 
Melissa Andrews currently works in advertising 
and sales. She is married to Patrick O’Kane, with 
whom she has two children, Tanya and Matthew. 
Maribeth Arehart met her husband of 48 years 
at Whittier College. She has worked in Catholic 
education for 30 years as a teacher, vice principal, 
and director. Arehart has three children and three 
grandchildren, and she has visited Whittier, Calif.; 
Whittier, Alaska; and Whittier, N.C. 
Lorna Aschbrenner is a retired high school teacher 
who is enjoying her retirement volunteering at her 
church and an alternative high school, as well as 
babysitting her twin grandchildren and traveling. 
After 42 years of teaching, Marth (McCord) Bailey 
is enjoying retirement. Proudest accomplishments 
include being married, having two kids graduate 
from Whittier College, and going back to get her 
master’s degree.
Jeanne (Fowler) Baker is a retired educator. She 
and Hyatt Baker have been married for 50 years. 
They have three children and 10 grandchildren. 
Jeanne is keeping busy tutoring elementary 
students, participating in the neighborhood watch, 
and being a part of her church’s Women’s Ministry. 
Her fondest memories include meeting her 
husband-to-be on their first day of college, making 
life-long friendships, and being on the tennis team. 
Hyatt enjoys spending time with his grandchildren, 
traveling, and remodeling work. His greatest 
accomplishment in life has been appreciating and 
respecting other people’s world-views. 
Along with his wife, Heather, Charles Brockett  
started a small press, Wising Up Press. His 
proudest accomplishments include seeing his 
children flourish as adults with professional lives 
and families of their own. 
Cherrille (Gardner) Collier enjoyed a career 
in education for almost 40 years, where she 
POET NATION 
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STEPPING AWAY  
FROM THE BENCH 
Judge Peter B. Foor ’67 has retired after more than 
20 years serving on the Solano County Superior Court 
in California. Prior to his judicial appointment, Foor served as a Solano County deputy public defender. 
He was known in the court not only for his excellent lawyering skills, but for his unique style—sporting a 
signature long ponytail as he advocated for his clients. In 1997, after devoting 13 years to public defense, 
Foor was appointed to the Superior Court. Since then, he has spent most of his career presiding over 
serious felony criminal cases.
Foor, a decorated veteran, earned his bachelor’s degree from Whittier College after leading Marine 
troops in the Vietnam War. He went on to earn his juris doctorate from Golden Gate University Law School.
COPENHAGEN 
REVISITED
Alumni from the Class of 1967 and 1968  
gathered at Hadsten House Inn in Solvang, Calif. 
in the spring to share stories from their time 
studying abroad in Copenhagen, Denmark. The 
group, made up of Ann Hansen Burge ’67,  
Al Carey ’67, Dot and Bill Demmin ’67, 
John Hall ’67, Janie (Jones) Harding ’67, 
Janette (Kleeb) Hoisington ’67, Michelle 
(Yaussi) Kimball ’67, Barbara Tasker-
Mueller ’67, Sharon (Schynkel) Nordheim 
’68, Tracy (Pfeifer) Robison ’68, Vickie 
(Emigh) Sartwell ’66, Robert Shaw ’67, 
Carole (Gerard) Shay ’66, Rick Steers ’67, 
Rachel Fortune Swett ’67, Diane Tindall 
’67, Pat (Neilson) Walworth ’66, and Ted 
Willenber ’67, shared lively conversations, 
pictures, and videos and exchanged addresses, 
so as to keep in touch. 
 
It was the consensus of the group that the 
Copenhagen experience changed their 
lives. “For a couple of very special days, 
this little group of Whittier College alumni 
ventured back in time to once again share 
their search for independence, understanding 
world affairs, leaving home for the first time, 
drinking Carlsborg beer, visiting Berlin, Paris, 
London, crossing Checkpoint Charlie, on and 
on,” said Burge. “Now, in our seventies, we 
wholeheartedly expressed our appreciation 
for the opportunity given to us by Whittier 
College. Thank you, Michelle (Yaussi)  
Kimball, for putting this together.” 
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worked as a teacher, principal, program specialist, 
and director of curriculum and instruction. Collier 
volunteers in her grandchildren’s classrooms and 
serves as a court appointed special advocate. 
Collier has traveled to various countries over the 
years and is in an a cappella trio with two other 
Whittier alumni. 
Linda (Hawley) Halisky enjoyed a 30-year career 
as a professor of English at California Polytechnic 
State University. In 1991, Halisky won the 
University’s Distinguished Teaching Award, and in 
2006, she was appointed the dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts. Halisky was the first-ever woman 
to serve as an official dean in Cal Poly’s 100-year 
history. Halisky raised two children. 
Sheryl Hedrick has been married to her husband, 
Jim, for over 47 years and has two children and 
two grandchildren. After Whittier, she earned a 
degree as a language development specialist, and 
she has worked with children teaching Sunday 
school at her local church. Hedrick is now enjoying 
retirement, keeping busy with her grandchildren, 
playing tennis, and traveling with her husband. 
Pamela Henderson was a teacher and an assistant 
librarian for 31 years. She and her husband, 
Eldon, have four children and five grandchildren. 
Henderson is now retired, and in her spare time 
she leads children’s Bible study, is a docent at a 
museum, and is involved in community choirs and 
ladies’ club activities.
Chris Hunt is retired from the full-time faculty 
at the University of Redlands, but continues to 
teach part-time. Hunt has gone scuba diving over 
100 times, and he devotes much of his life to his 
grandchildren, to whom he is currently teaching 
Spanish. 
Retired teacher Catherine Jette keeps busy by 
reconnecting with old friends and students through 
Facebook, caring for her four cats, helping families 
in need, and swimming. She notes proudly that she 
has always encouraged all of her students to go to 
college.
Terry Mooschekian works as an attorney, and is 
happily married to his wife, Linda. 
Eugene Moscovitch has a full-time commercial 
mediation practice in Santa Monica, Calif. and has 
visited 80 countries. His proudest accomplishment 
is serving as the president of the International 
Academy of Mediators.
After Whittier, John Parry served in the U.S. Army 
Medical Reserve Unit at the peak of the Vietnam 
War. He married Sandy Reiley in 1977 and they 
moved to Olympia, Wash. in 1979, where he 
began a 25-year career in community banking. 
Now retired, they spend their winters in their Palm 
Desert home and their summers on Puget Sound. 
Shyrl O’Pray has been married to her husband 
John for 45 years. They spent 30 years with the U.S. 
Air Force, living in several cities throughout the 
U.S. They’ve lived in Burke, Va. since 1995. O’Pray 
has been teaching at a private preschool for the 
past 18 years. She and her husband love traveling 
on their sailboat, watching Nationals games, and 
spending time with their daughters, grandson, and 
sons-in-law. They are building a weekend house on 
the water in southern Maryland. 
Jacquelyn (Lyn) Steinle is married to fellow 
alumnus David Steinle ’66. Together they have four 
children and 11 grandchildren. Steinle volunteers 
her free time at the Trinity Presbyterian Church. 
Margi Stern takes care of her two dogs, six 
chickens and helps friends with their dogs. She 
is very proud of her two children Stefan and Anya 
(deceased).
Melinda Sullivan and Richard Sullivan love to travel 
and keep themselves busy with their grandkids. 
Orthogonian former athlete Jon Sutherland is 
enjoying his retirement with wife, Mary; two 
children; and five grandchildren. 
Craig Saari served in the U.S. Marine Corps 
for four years; as a judge advocate, he was a 
prosecutor or defense counsel in 400 courts-
martial. After leaving the military, he began a 
27-year career as an FBI special agent, primarily 
supervising undercover operations and espionage 
cases. He wrote a crime novel, The Mile Marker 
Murders, and anticipates his sequel, Prime Impact, 
to be published in 2019.
Linda Winzenread is a retired teacher, who still 
helps with Whittier High School drama productions. 
She and husband, Larry Winzenread, have two 
children and five grandchildren. Linda is enjoying 
retirement and loves to travel. She has been to all 
seven continents, and says she still has places to visit. 
Carol Wissmann recently moved to Madison, Ala. 
1969
Steven Ybarra reflects: “When I was at Whittier, the 
number of Chicano students was me and three 
other guys. I remember going to the dean and 
talking about how embarrassed Richard Nixon 
would be if I published these numbers. Shortly 
thereafter, the first scholarships aimed at Chicano 
youth were granted. I hope the school has reached 
population parity. We need well educated Chicano 
youth in grad school.” Editor’s Note: In 2018, 
Whittier College is a leading Hispanic-serving 
institution and a “top college for Latinx student 
outcomes.” 
1970s
1971
Sara “Sue” Hodson recently delivered a lecture 
on the importance of libraries, scholarly activity, 
and primary research to students at the University 
DOCUMENTING  
R&B HISTORY 
Bruce W. Talamon ’72 was a preeminent 
photographer of 1970s R&B, soul and funk musicians. 
His intimate photographs of legends like Marvin 
Gaye, Aretha Franklin, James Brown, and the Jackson 
5 (to name a few) are the subject of a new book, 
Bruce W. Talamon: Soul. R&B. Funk. Photographs 1972-
1982. This collection of largely unseen photographs 
will be the first of its kind to focus on the golden 
age of soul, and highlight the deep impact of black 
entertainers on American culture.
Talamon was a law school-minded political science 
major at Whittier College when he began to 
chronicle the world of soul through his camera lens. 
Though he had never planned to pursue the arts and 
had scarcely mastered the art of photography, his 
inexperience didn’t hold him back from capturing 
stunning shots of soul, R&B, and funk icons when he 
went to see them perform. In 1972, his raw, human 
depictions of black musicians merited him a job at 
Soul, a major black-owned newspaper spotlighting 
African American entertainers.
From that moment on, Talamon had personal access 
to the brightest stars in the soul music scene, and 
whether he was on tour with LaBelle, relaxing 
backstage in Al Green’s dressing room, chatting with 
Stevie Wonder over a late-night meal, or spending a 
week with Marvin Gaye and his family, he spent his 
young life immersed in the world of music.
Talamon closely documented an era which was 
a crucial turning point for both music and black 
culture in America, and he did so with honesty and 
intimacy unheard of in the modern popular music 
industry. This new book is a rare inside look at the 
human beings behind the music. 
POET NATION
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of Texas, San Antonio. Hodson is well-renowned 
in the field of literary and archival research. 
Working as curator of Literary Collections at The 
Huntington Library, she collaborated with many 
award-winning authors, and truly mastered the art 
of primary research—a skill which she stresses is 
essential to all students and academics. Though 
she retired from her position at the library in 
2017, she continues to pass on her knowledge 
and expertise to the next generation of scholars.
 
▲  Cheryl Boone Isaacs has teamed up
with Oscar winner and seven-time nominee 
Quincy Jones to create a documentary, American 
Film: The Black Experience, that will shed light on 
the history and experiences of black performers 
and behind-the-scenes creators in Hollywood. 
Boone Isaacs is best known for her role as the 
first black president of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, where she introduced 
many initiatives to boost diversity and inclusion 
in the Oscar-voting body. Though she stepped 
down from her position in 2017, her influence 
in Hollywood is still widespread, and she will 
continue to use her voice to address important—
and often unspoken—issues in the world  
of media.
1972 
Recently retired teacher Janet Christensen shares 
fond memories of her time at Whittier College. 
“I was well-taught by my professors. My content 
courses were excellent and where I was placed 
for student aiding and student teaching were the 
best and prepared me well for the career from 
which I just retired.”
Darr F. Schoenhofen was appointed pastor of 
two parishes in New York: St. Malachy’s Church 
in Sherburne and the Church of St. Theresa of 
the Infant Jesus in New Berlin. Schoenhofen was 
ordained in 1982 and, prior to this appointment, 
he devotedly served at least nine other Catholic 
churches.
1976
LeeAnn Tyler has sung in various choirs, was an 
organist for 15 years, and has traveled to Canada, 
Europe, Mexico, and 48 U.S. states.
1977
Retired educator Floyd Flack has enjoyed traveling 
to Europe, Australia, Hawaii, and Canada. After 
Whittier he received an M.A. from UCLA and an 
Ed.D. from USC, married his wife, Re Nae, and  
had a child. 
Karen (Johnson) Jantzen has been teaching 
general education and special education for 
30-plus years. Some of her fondest memories 
of Whittier include studying abroad in Scotland 
and England, choir tours, classes with Professor 
Praetorius, and being a Thalian. 
1978
Donnie Pendleton works as a speech and 
language specialist. 
Gregory Crawford is in his 15th year working 
with the Department of Homeland Security, and he 
looks forward to many more great years ahead. 
Lisa Litzinger is happily retired and traveling. 
Litzinger has been married for 31 years and has 
raised two beautiful daughters.
A first-generation college graduate, Jane Madrid-
Clare retired after 37 years with Los Angeles 
County Social Services. 
Former educator Mark Milton lives in northwest 
Arkansas and is enjoying retirement—playing golf 
and fishing. 
1979
Rick Ferraro ’79 has traveled around the world 
working in the maritime industry.  He is now settled 
in Southeast Florida with his “wonderful wife,” 
Renae. His daughter, Nikki, resides nearby. 
Debra “Dee Tee” (Thompson) Grant retired from 
the Los Angeles Unified School District after 
devoting 34 years to teaching deaf and hard-of- 
hearing students. “Retirement is the best job I’ve 
ever had!” she said.
Phyllis Hall is a counselor and psychologist and 
has worked for more than 38 years in the California 
Community College system. She is also involved 
with the National Coalition of 100 Black Women, 
Inc., Orange County Chapter; Zeta Phi Beta, Inc.; 
Community College Board of Directors; and is a 
liaison to Cal STRS Board for CTA; among others.
Lauri (Cook) ’80 and David Mires have two 
children and six grandchildren, who they love 
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ALUMNUS LEADS 
RECYCLING EFFORTS 
IN HONG KONG
Edwin Keh ’79, chief executive of the 
Hong Kong Research Institute of Textiles and 
Apparel (HKRITA), has helped develop a plant 
recycling system which will make a huge 
impact on the Hong Kong textiles industry.
A new spinning mill built in the Tai Po District 
of Hong Kong is able to produce yarn from 
discarded clothing material. The Tai Po 
Eco-friendly Cotton Mill is the first cotton 
mill built in the city in almost half a century, 
and it is a significant stride toward both 
restoring textile production in Hong Kong and 
improving the city’s environmental footprint. 
The fully equipped mill will be able to spin 
three tons of high-quality recycled cotton 
fiber from clothing waste. Not only does Keh’s 
sustainable textile recycling system quell 
ecological concerns related to producing 
cotton from scratch, but it also reduces the 
cost of yarn by nearly 30 percent.
Within its first year of opening, the innovative 
new mill has already earned the clientship of 
fashion giant H&M.  
Keh, a current College Trustee, graduated 
from Whittier College with a B.A. in political 
science, sociology, and urban design. In 
addition to his work at HKRITA, Keh is also a 
visiting professor of business at the Wharton 
School at the University of Pennsylvania.
spending time with. The two enjoy traveling 
whenever possible. David works as a speech 
pathologist. 
1980s
1980
Karen (Freeland) Frey retired from a 37-year career 
at Wilkinson Elementary School in the El Monte City 
School District. 
1981
Superior Court Judge Gilbert “Gil” Ochoa was 
recently promoted to Supervising Judge of the 
Fontana Courthouse for the San Bernardino County 
Courts.  
Kathleen (Wendell) Jorgensen works as a senior 
editor at Evan-Moor Educational Publishers. An avid 
Scottish country dancer, she’s going through the 
process to get certified to teach.
1983
◄ Gerry Crews 
combined Crews 
MacQuarrie & 
Associates, Inc., a 
company he co-founded 
in 2002, with Horizon 
Actuarial Services, 
LLC, a multi-industry 
nationwide actuarial and 
consulting firm. Crews 
is now a shareholder and Managing Consultant with 
Horizon in Irvine, Calif.  
1985
▲ Cynthia Greenup ’85, P’15, ’18, ’21 traveled across 
the globe with her copy of The Rock. Pictured here 
during a recent trip to Iceland.
1988
Laura (Hoyt) D’Anna has two amazing children and 
has served as chair for the board of trustees of the 
Pulmonary Hypertension Association in memory 
of her sister, Rachel. She is currently earning her 
doctorate in public health.
Colin Hunter works in the health insurance field  
and is a lacrosse coach in his spare time. He has  
two children. 
Cori (Bineau) Krampert is in her 30th year as a 
teacher, and currently works in the Murrieta Valley 
school district. Cori’s son, Jack, is a first-year Poet 
(class of 2022). 
Artist Lycia Trouton enjoyed meeting fellow  
alumni at her artist workplace in Ireland last year. 
Her recent art project, the Linen Memorial  
(www.linenmemorial.org), has received much 
acclaim. The project features the names of thousands 
of victims of the Northern Ireland conflict woven 
onto hundreds of linen handkerchiefs. It has been 
exhibited throughout Northern Ireland/Ireland  
and internationally. 
Former Poet lacrosse player Melissa Quinn works  
as a speech language pathologist and is married  
to Mike Quinn. They have two children: Stephen is  
in the Navy and Jessica is a senior at the University  
of Tampa. 
ALUMNA ACTOR  
ADVOCATES ONSTAGE 
Since her Whittier College days, Betty Hart ’90 
has made a name for herself in the world of 
professional theatre. With years of dedication to 
her work, Hart has become an award-winning 
actor with a truly impressive résumé.
Hart’s major roles this year included Queen 
Elizabeth in the Colorado Shakespeare Festival’s production of Richard III, and the titular character in 
Aristophanes’ classical Greek drama, Lysistrata. There seems to be a common thread connecting Hart’s 
recent performances: they each make a crucial statement about social justice. 
The political themes explored in Richard III resonate with modern audiences. Likewise, Lysistrata conveys 
strong contemporary feminist themes in its story of women who recognize their social disadvantages, 
but are able to join together in solidarity to rise up against injustice. In plays like these, Hart uses her 
voice as a performer to spread social awareness and incite change through art.
Hart’s work doesn’t end when she steps offstage. When she isn’t busy performing, she is the lead 
facilitator with the experiential learning team for Kaiser Permanente’s Arts Integrated Resources 
department, where she organizes educational theatre and interactive exercises to help students learn 
about health and safety. Under Hart’s lead, Americans for the Arts named Kaiser Permanente Colorado 
one of the Top 10 Best Businesses Partnering with the Arts in America.
MAKING SCENES 
Morgan Rusler ’83 has been building 
scenery for film and television for almost 
20 years. His work can currently be seen 
in the HBO series Sharp Objects, and he 
recently wrapped up the second season of 
HBO’s Big Little Lies. Rustler’s next major 
project is a series for Apple Studios starring 
George Clooney, Reese Witherspoon, and 
Jennifer Aniston. Morgan has also recently 
made his directorial debut with the Altadena 
Shakespeare Company, where he directed 
and starred in The Merry Wives of Windsor.
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1990s
1990
Lynn Kelley is a part-time administrative assistant 
for Biola Youth Academics. She enjoys going to 
Big Bear several times a year with her family and 
booked a cruise for China in 2020. 
1991
Miguel Santana, president and CEO of the Los 
Angeles County Fair Association, played a leading 
role in organizing this year’s LA County Fair. The 
2018 fair embraced a theme for the first time in 
more than two decades—“Get Your Kicks…at the 
LA County Fair.” The vintage Americana theme, 
an homage to Route 66, was chosen to honor both 
Californian and American history. Months before 
fair construction went under way, Santana traveled 
the entirety of Route 66 on a road trip, documenting 
his many stops, and used this experience as 
inspiration to bring the theme to life. 
1992
Jonelle Ruyle Warnock has been teaching English  
at West Jr. High School in Boise, Idaho for the last  
25 years.
1993
Tracy Lin (Moore) Beckendorf-Edou is the 
executive director of teaching and learning for Oak 
Ridge schools in Oak Ridge, Tenn. Her daughter 
serves in the Marine Corps at Camp Pendleton.
Rocio Centeno has been teaching for 23 years in 
El Monte, Calif. and is a mentor and leader through 
PSA. She has two sons. 
Karyl Sherman and her husband Eric will be 
celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary next 
year by taking a trip to Europe. She works as a 
nurse and has three children, two of whom are in 
college. 
1994
Emmeline Harrigan is the assistant planning 
director of Fairfield, Conn. Among her duties 
include long-range city planning, zoning projects, 
and working directly with the public to address 
their concerns. One of the major foci of Harrigan’s 
career has been rebuilding and protecting 
Connecticut’s coastline in the wake of Hurricane 
Sandy.  
 
1995
After 18 years at the leading global investment firm 
Goldman Sachs, Carey Halio was named CEO of its 
lending and deposit-taking division. She served as 
chief financial officer of Goldman Sachs Bank USA 
for the past four years, and she previously worked 
in the company’s credit risk division. As CEO, 
Halio will take on many new responsibilities that 
include assuming a leading role in expanding the 
bank’s deposit base, overseeing the bank’s capital 
planning and regulatory affairs, and serving as 
chairperson of the banking division’s management 
committee.
1996
Liz Lee was named the 2018 Hall of Fame Business 
Woman of the Year by the San Luis Obispo 
County Commission on the Status of Women, in 
collaboration with the South Bay Women’s Network. 
Lee is an accomplished real estate broker who 
created the business model of Heart to Heart 
Real Estate that is changing the community by 
giving a portion of commissions to local charitable 
organizations, designated by her clients. Since 
2013, Heart to Heart has given close to $600,000 to 
over 50 nonprofits and charities.
1998/99
▲ Amy (Roche) ’99 and Eric Boteilho ’98 have 
been married for 17 years. She manages a branch 
of the Los Angeles County Library and Eric works 
for the Whittier College Office of Enrollment. 
In their spare time they love to go to concerts, 
sporting events, and camping in their trailer.
John Maki ’98 is the executive director of the Illinois 
Criminal Justice Information Authority, the state’s 
public safety research and grant-making agency. 
He currently lives in Chicago with his wife, two 
children, and their dog, Argos.
Dr. Delma (Nieves) Villarreal ’98 is a pediatric 
infectious disease specialist at CHOC Children’s in 
Orange County, Calif. She has two sons and just got 
back from a family cruise to Alaska.
 
classNOTES
BASEBALL 
RESEARCHER  
OF NOTE
Callie Batts Maddox ’98, assistant 
professor of sports leadership and 
management at Miami University in Ohio, 
recently won the 2018 Doug Pappas Award for 
the best oral research presentation at the 
Society for American Baseball Research annual 
convention. Her presentation was titled, “Ty 
Cobb has Nothing on Her: Early Twentieth 
Century Women’s Collegiate Baseball in Ohio.”
Maddox was chosen to give an oral 
presentation based on a blind peer-review 
process of abstract submissions where only  
34 presenters were selected. 
In 2017, Maddox was on the Whittier campus to 
participate in a Women’s History Month panel 
for the Institute for Baseball Studies, “Equal to 
the Game: Women and Baseball.” Sponsored 
in collaboration with the USC Annenberg 
Institute of Sports, Media and Society and the 
International Women’s Baseball Center, the 
symposium featured a panel of alumnae from 
the All-American Girls Professional Baseball 
League as well as scholarly presentations on 
women and baseball. Maddox’s presenation  
was titled, “Women’s Collegiate Baseball:  
Then and Now.” 
(l-r) Jean Hastings Ardell, baseball historian; Ila 
Borders, baseball pioneer; Debra Shattuck, historian; 
Callie Batts Maddox ‘98; and Professor emeritus Joe 
Price, co-director of the Institute for Baseball Studies.
2000s
2002
Ryan Fong ’02 earned tenure at Kalamazoo College, 
where he is now an associate professor  
of English.
2003
Zachary Stecklein ►  
proposed to Nadine 
Barragan ’09 with the ring 
that once belonged to his 
grandmother Ann Marie 
(Reese) Stecklein ’53.  Ann 
was happily married to Jim 
Stecklein ’51 for 64 years. She passed away on Dec. 
27, 2015. 
Attorney and law professor Virginia Suveiu signed a 
contract to edit a handbook on risk management and 
the law for Routledge press.
2004
Bride-to-be Danielle  
Montreal Farve  
posed with her Whittier 
College “besties”  
before her wedding. ►
2008 
Caroline Galvin, associate 
director of alumni programs 
and giving at Whittier 
College, became engaged 
to Garrett Brabant. ►
Nicole Greer Golda  is an 
assistant professor of history at Ferrum College in 
Virginia. She completed her M.A. and Ph.D. in history 
from the University of Michigan. She is married 
to Mark Greer Golda, and together they have two 
children. 
Former Poet football player Jared Izidoro was named 
athletic director of Mater Dei Catholic High School. 
For the last four years, Izidoro has worked at Mater 
Dei High School as a social studies teacher and 
assistant football coach.
Chiropractor Deen (Arenas) Kaplanis has a private 
practice in Livermore, Calif. She is married to 
Demitri Kaplanis and is enjoying being a new mom. 
They recently traveled to Greece.
Katherine Lopez is pursuing her Pupil Personnel 
Services credential in school counseling to work as a 
school social worker. 
 Meredith Wardy and ► 
Graeme Kingsland were 
married on June 9 in Long 
Beach, Calif. Wardy, an 
English teacher at Santa 
Ana High School, met her 
husband three years ago  
on Match.com, and they are thrilled to begin their 
journey as a married couple.
2009 
Lance Franey, associate ►  
athletic director for 
communications for Poet 
Athletics, married Heather 
Schwartzburg in April 2018. 
2010s
2010/2011
◄ Amanda Carrasco ’10 and 
Bryant Burnstad ’10, WLS ’13 
celebrating on campus.  
 
 
 
 
Alex Perry ’10 and Sara  
Perry ’11 just celebrated  
their daughter’s first birthday— 
a future Poet water polo player  
in the making. ►
Réme Bohlin is in her third year of the Ph.D. program 
in the English department at the University of 
Connecticut. 
Chris McCleary is a practicing attorney at Ice Miller 
LLP just outside Chicago. The focus of his practice 
is corporate transactional law; handling commercial 
financing transactions, mergers and acquisitions; and 
general corporate matters. 
2012
Valerie Dunn gave birth to 
Brooklyn Lanae Dunn  
on March 23, 2018. ►
 
◄ Catherine King  published her 
first novel The Ninety-Ninth Bride, 
a Young Adult fantasy retelling 
of The Arabian Nights. The book 
was published by The Book 
Smugglers, an independent press 
that specializes in speculative 
fiction and nonfiction.
2013
San Francisco-based artist ► 
and educator Katie Jenkins-
Moses had her first solo 
exhibit, When I listen, I hear 
those queer sounds..., in the 
spring in Whittier’s Greenleaf Gallery. She is 
an interdisciplinary artist working primarily in 
installation, performance, fiber arts and collage, 
and discussing issues on agency, feminism and 
representation. Her work has been in recent group 
exhibitions at ShockBoxx Gallery, Fort Mason, and 
Smash Gallery. 
Autistic consultant Sue Rubin discussed paving 
the way for functionally nonverbal people with 
autism like her to attend college at California 
Lutheran University’s Third Spectrum of Opportunity 
Conference. The event is designed to provide advice 
to college students with autism and professionals 
who work with them.
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ALUMNA SHARES  
FITNESS SUCCESS STORY 
 
Fitness trainer and workout enthusiast  
Natalie Saldana ’11 was recently featured 
in Women’s Health magazine. 
In the article, Saldana discusses her arduous 
journey toward personal health, self-care, and 
body positivity. 
For years, Saldana struggled with unhealthy 
practices, both mental and physical. But, 
eventually, she began to set more realistic 
goals for herself. After a fair amount of trial 
and error, she was able to find a routine 
which transformed her life for good. 
According to Saldana, by paying close 
attention to her needs and listening to 
her body, she ultimately learned to strike 
a perfect balance between health and 
happiness. 
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IN MEMORIAM
Thelma L. (Collins) Gibson ’41 | May 15, 2018
Robert C. Tidd ’41 | April 16, 2018
Marie E. (Mehrten) Howell ’42 | March 19, 2018
Hannah M. (Thomas) Whitson ’42 | June 8, 2018
Virginia B. (Bentley) Irons ’47 | June 30, 2018
Thomas D. Jones ’47 | December 31, 2010
Barbara J. (Chandler) Magnusson ’47 | April 1, 2017
Raymond “Ray” B. Hooper ’48 | February 2018
John J. Shultz ’48 | May 1, 2018
Sister Evelyn J. Cartmell ’49 | October 7, 2018 
Robert M. Flavin ’49 | Unknown
Patricia H. Brown ’50 | February 14, 2018
Virginia “Ginny” (Spragins) Gauldin ’50 | February 19, 2018
Jerry W. Streater ’50 | May 31, 2018
Hal Richard “Dick” Tucker ’50 | July 26, 2018
Roy W. Womack ’50 | September 12, 2018
Andrew J. Wood, Jr. ’50 | July 6, 2018
Kenneth “Ken” Armstrong ’51 | April 5, 2018
Virginia M. (Alberthal) Boyd ’51 | 2018
Betty J. (Osborne) Headland ’51 | Unknown
Patricia “Pat” F. (Gallagher) Petterson ’51 | June 19, 2018
Lee Strong ’51 | July 17, 2018
Phillippa H. (Weickert) Tucker ’51 | July 26, 2018
Lewis R. McClellan ’52 | January 10, 2018
Gladys M. Bennet, MD ’53 |  October 13, 2015
Rodney “Rod” M. Burroughs ’53 | March 31, 2018
Virginia “Ginny” E. (Kurth) Clark ’53 | February 20, 2018
Mary Louise (Applebury) Coykendall ’53  
| February 24, 2018
Elise M. (Corwin) Hanawalt ’53 | June 8, 2018
Elizabeth “Betty” Ann (Gordon) Hergesheimer ’53  
| April 20, 2018
Evelyn M. (Page) Nikolaus ’53 | June 30, 2018
William “Bill” Sandison, Jr. ’53 | Unknown
Helen M. (Bell) Borg ’54 | July 15, 2018
Carol (Evans) Keck ’54 | May 12, 2018
Robert A. Keck ’54 | 2018
Clara M. (Carpenter) Morgan ’54 | November 17, 2014
Louis B. Vogt ’54 | Unknown
Carol L. (Lombard) Frantz ’55 | September 21, 2017
Harry J. Hilke ’55 | December 10, 2017
Harriet Jane (Slobohm) Tellez ’55 | September 6, 2017
Luis A. Carlson ’56 | March 21, 2018
Kathleen N. (Lilley) Douglass ’56 | July 22, 2018
Ronald “Ron” E. Franklin ’56 | June 15, 2018
Keith E. Gaynes ’56 | October 18, 2017
Stanley “Stan” D. Jervis, Sr. ’56 | 2011
Art L. Jessup ’56 | June 2018
Edwin A. McIntosh ’56 | May 1, 2018
Valeri Lee (Vogler) Sandison ’56 | 2018
Beverly J. (Williams) Ford ’57 | July 8, 2018 
Sally A. (Ehinger) Lindberg ’57 | August 10, 2018
Gordon F. “Gordy” Dierks ’58 |  June 5, 2018
R. Nelson Palmer ’58 | September 20, 2017
Richard A. Shoop ’58 | May 13, 2018
Robert G. Teeter ’58 | January 29, 2018
George C. Vallance ’58 | December 2017
Louis J. Vedova ’59 | Unknown
Elizabeth J. (Fanning) Wellenstein ’59 | April 22, 2018
Donald E. Williams ’59 | August 1, 2018
Thomas R. Dickson ’60 | August 25, 2017
V. Gary “Jake” Jacobsen ’60 | Unknown
Brenda (Bateson) Ryan, MA ’60 | November 8, 2017
Zoe A. Taulbee ’61 | Unknown
Jacqueline A. (Voss) Bard ’62 | July 4, 2018
Charles “Alan” Gold ’62 | May 2018
Victoria Ann (Stewart) Wallin ’62 | July 6, 2018
Danni J. McCue ’63 | October 10, 2017
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2014
▲ Self-proclaimed “theme-park nerd” Damaris 
Dubon finally lived out her dream of visiting Walt 
Disney World on a family vacation in April. When 
she’s not in the happiest place on earth, Dubon has 
kept busy building playgrounds in Anaheim, and 
operating rides at Universal Studios Hollywood. 
Alejandra Gaeta graduated from the UCLA 
master’s program in library science and now works 
as the archivist for the Center for the Study of 
Political Graphics. 
Reggae singer Kelissa McDonald performed at the 
Cup Match Summer Splash at the National Sports 
Centre in Bermuda last summer. 
 
2015
▲ Spencer Crews and Frida Soria were married 
on June 23, 2018 at Mission San Luis Rey de Francia 
in Oceanside, Calif. Crews is a fourth-generation 
Poet, and his parents also met at Whittier College. 
The newlyweds have made a home in Orange 
County.
Leandro Fefer was admitted into the highly 
competitive UC Irvine MFA program for the  
fall of 2018.
2016
Rosalie Atkinson is a public radio producer for 
Good Food on KCRW in Los Angeles. “A significant 
long-term dream come true!”
Shirley Thao does community outreach 
programming for the Los Angeles Public Library 
Foundation, where she is doing “amazing and 
engaging work.” 
2018
Leah Boynton began the master’s in higher 
education administration program at Boston 
College in the fall.
Priscilla Lam’s short story, Human Race: Library, was 
published in California’s Emerging Writers journal. 
Go to whittier.edu/morerock to read the complete 
story. 
◄ Recent graduate 
Jordan Lingard 
headed to Australia 
to continue his 
basketball career 
and play for the 
Warrnambool 
Seahawks. 
Brianna Martinez was a Fulbright semi-finalist and 
was admitted to the English master’s program at 
University College Dublin, Ireland.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chairman 
James M. Brown ’71
Secretary 
Richard Lichtenstein P’16
Treasurer 
James E. Mitchell ’62
Albert Anderson ’66
Fred D. Anderson ’66
Christopher G. Caldwell P’13 ’15
Christopher T. Cross ’62
Vincent J. Daigneault ’85
Peter E. Feinberg ’82
Raymond “Buck” Ferguson ’67
Gerard P. Forster ‘87, P’08 
Jennifer L. (Landford) Fuller ’82, 
     P’17
Barbara (Ondrasik) Groce ’57
Carey (Baker) Halio ’95
Helen Newton Hartung P’13
Yukiyasu Hayashi P’10
Kathleen L. Kane ’71
Jascha Kaykas-Wolff ’98
Edwin Y. Keh ’79, P’10 ’15
Maggie Koong L.H.D. ’14
Alan H. Lund ’71
Meghan Morrissey P’16  
James R. Parks
Bharat Patel P’16 
Janet L. Roberts ’64
Dori (Wells) Rodi-Shryock ’64 
Richard S. Ruben
Steven Weston ’83
Kate K. Wiley P’11
Robert Zemsky ’62 
Trustees Pro Tem
John McCarthy ’77 
Miguel Santana ’91
Darrell E. Walker ’76
Kenya L. Williams ’10
Trustees Emeriti
Richard H. Deihl ’49, D.B.A. ’84
Richard I. Gilchrist ’68, P’06 ’07 
Alfred J. Gobar ’53, M.A. ’55,
     L.H.D. ’05, P’88 ’96
Willard V. Harris, Jr. ’55 L.H.D. ’02, 
 P’80 ’87
Donald J. Herrema ’74
Caroline (Patterson) Ireland ’43
Sharon (Ettinger) McLaughlin  
 P’85 ’88 ’90
R. Chandler Myers, LL.D. ’88
Ruth B. Shannon, L.H.D. ’92
Elden L. Smith ’62
Donald E. Wood, L.H.D. ’98
Presidents Emeriti
Eugene S. Mills, Ph.D., L.L.D., L.H.D.
Sharon D. Herzberger, PH.D.
Senior Administration
Linda Oubré, ED.D. 
President
Timothy Anderson 
Associate Vice President of  
Business Development and  
Strategic Partnerships 
Ana Lilia Barraza 
Director of Communications
Cynthia Joseph 
Assistant Vice President of  
Human Resources
Rock Carter ’89 
Director of Athletics, interim
Steve Delgado 
Vice President for Advancement
James Dunkelman 
Vice President for Finance and  
Administration
Darrin Good 
Vice President for Academic  
Affairs and Dean of Faculty
Sal Johnston 
C. Wright Mills Chair in Sociology 
Chair of the Faculty
Kieron Miller 
Vice President for Enrollment
Joel Pérez 
Vice President and Dean of  
Students
Eva Sevcikova ’03  
Associate Vice President of  
Development 
Kristin Wiberg 
Executive Assistant to the  
President
Richard “Dick” L. Peter ’63 | 2018
Elnora H. (Thompson) Osburn ’63 | Unknown
Robert “Bob” D. Lloyd ’64 | September 9, 2018
Ray E. Triggs, Sr. ’64 | May 25, 2018
M. Evelyn Doggett ’66 | August 14, 2018
Lydia J. Kuhn ’66 | June 29, 2018
William C. Bartholomew, LPC ’68 | March 15, 2015
Al C. Carrigan ’68 | August 2018
Gerhard J. Luttel, Jr. ’68 | March 28, 2018
Cheryl R. (Bornn) Moore ’68 | June 4, 2018
Claudia A. (Surber) Wilson ’68 | Unknown
Kenneth L. Cadarette ’69 | July 2018
Susan (Pickering) Hall ’69 | November 22, 2017
Beverly “Sammie” (Hyndman) Kasprzyk ’72 | June 15, 2018
Henry O. Ellis ’73 | January 28, 2018
Richard T. Stanley ’73 | July 13, 2018
Michael R. Barba ’75 | August 26, 2018
Jeffrey “Jeff” S. Cohen ’75 | April 3, 2018
Chris A. Timpanelli, WLS’85 | June 12, 2018
Diane (Tujios) Pappas ’88 | June 6, 2018
Enrique E. Garcia ’06 | August 16, 2018
Olin Guy Wellborn ’11 | May 19, 2018
Karsten David Tindal ’12 | August 14, 2018
▲ MEMBERS OF THE BOARD. Whittier College Tustees Robert 
Zemsky ’62 and Christopher T. Cross ’62 joined President Linda 
Oubré during the 2018 Whittier Weekend festivities.
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
2019 POET AWARDS 
See more information about the award 
categories and submit your nominations  
by vising whittier.edu/PoetAwards.
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HOMETOWN: CHINO HILLS, CA   
MAJOR: BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (accounting concentration) 
MINOR: ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
ACTIVITIES/INVOLVEMENT: Football: linebacker, four-year 
letterman, and team captain 
MOST UNUSUAL THING I DID AT WHITTIER COLLEGE:  
I went to a military base in Coronado my first year with the football 
team for a workout with Navy Seals.
TWO INTERSTING THINGS LEARNED IN CLASS: 
How to prepare individual tax returns and the way that mycorrhizal 
fungi communicate with plants.
MOST CHALLENGING CLASS TAKEN: Quantum Physics for Poets
BEST THING ABOUT BEING TEAM CAPTAIN: It’s an honor to 
be chosen by your teammates. And, it’s a learning experience, 
learning to deal with different personalities, what motivates people, 
and how to keep the guys going when things aren’t going well. 
MOST MEMORABLE MOMENT AS A FOOTBALL PLAYER: 
Beating Oxy and getting the Shoes back. 
WHAT WHITTIER MEANS TO ME: A lot, because of how much I 
grew during my time here, not only as a student athlete, but also as 
a person. 
ULTIMATE CAREER GOAL: To become a CPA.
SENIOR
HIGHLIGHT
TACKLING LESSONS  
ON AND OFF THE FIELD
 
NICHOLAS MARKARIAN ’18
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A charitable bequest is one of the easiest and most flexible ways 
you can leave a gift to Whittier that will make a lasting impact. 
It is also a primary driver of endowment growth at the College. 
Your bequest can be designated to support student scholarships, 
faculty chairs, or whatever area of the campus matters most to 
you. Here are some of the benefits of bequest giving: 
 •  It costs you nothing today to make a bequest 
 •  A bequest is free of federal estate tax 
 •  Your bequest can be changed down the road 
 •  You can still benefit your heirs with specific gifts 
 •  A bequest may produce estate tax savings 
There are two primary ways to leave a bequest to Whittier College:  
(1) Through your will or trust or (2) Through your IRA.
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE BENEFITS OF
BEQUEST GIVING PLEASE CONTACT:
Steve Delgado
Vice President of Advancement
(562) 907-4217
sdelgado@whittier.edu
ASK FOR YOUR FREE WILLS KIT! 
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BENEFITS OF A  
CHARITABLE BEQUEST
POET LEGACIES: 
A CAMPAIGN FOR 
WHITTIER COLLEGE
About a week after her 50th reunion, 
Sandy (Hayden) Davidson ’67 and her 
husband, Bill, made the decision to 
include Whittier College in their estate 
plans to further fund the Class of 1967 
Endowed Scholarship. Read more about 
her story at whittier.edu/morerock. 
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Loyal donors are the cornerstone of Whittier College’s success. Last 
fiscal year, 3,011 Faithful Friends helped Whittier aspire to greater 
heights and made a difference in the lives of our students.
 
Faithful Friends make gifts—of any amount, to any designation—for two or more consecutive  
fiscal years (July 1 – June 30) and are among Whittier College’s most distinguished supporters.
 
Thanks to your continued generosity, Whittier is able to provide the resources necessary  
for a quality education in the liberal arts and sciences.
WE           OUR FAITHFUL FRIENDS!
